SUPER GIRL TO THE RESCUE! | P G . 1 8

Mild-mannered? Try inspirational.
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Wendy
Wintersteen
breaks through
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THE BIG PICTURE

Another first
President Wintersteen presides
over the December 2017
commencement ceremony just
a month after taking office.

An

unprecedented
president
When Wendy Wintersteen was named the
16th president of Iowa State University in
October, she became the first woman, and
only the second Iowa State graduate, to lead
the institution in its nearly 160-year history.
With a career at Iowa State that spans nearly
40 years, Wintersteen is already putting
her deep experience and knowledge of the
university to work, addressing its challenges
and envisioning its future.
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[Wendy Wintersteen] After earning
my undergraduate degree in crop
management at Kansas State
University, I applied for two jobs –
one at New Mexico State University
and one at Iowa State University.
Thankfully Iowa State hired me to
work in Extension, coordinating the
integrated pest management program
with seven county extension offices
(Clinton to Lee) in eastern Iowa.
Working in Extension was a wonderful
experience – my colleagues, the
“farmers and community members
were so caring and welcoming.
I later had the opportunity to move
to the Des Moines Area Extension
Office and work with County
Extension Offices in central Iowa.
After two years, I decided to further
my education and move to campus,
where I could continue working for
Extension full-time, run its large
pesticide education program and take
classes at Iowa State to earn my Ph.D.
in entomology.

What are Iowa State’s
strengths as an institution?
Our number one strength is our
people. We have one of the most
caring, dedicated, talented and generous
families of faculty, staff, alumni and
friends. And this makes our number
two strength possible – we are one of
the most student-centered public
research universities in the country.
Though we are a large, complex
institution, we care deeply about each
and every one of our 36,321 students.
We are determined to empower every
student who is willing to work hard to
not only succeed but thrive.
4 /
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Iowa State can
move to the
head of the pack
in closing the
achievement
gap among
underrepresented
students…
first-generation,
low-income
students and
those from
diverse backgrounds … by
implementing
proven strategies to ensure
students,
regardless of
their background, can
persist and
graduate.
WENDY
WINTERSTEEN

As a land-grant institution, we are
the only school in Iowa with a distinct
three-part mission: one, to provide
a science-based, comprehensive
education; two, to engage in research
and discovery that expands our
knowledge base and addresses
complex societal issues; and three, to
take that knowledge and innovation
far beyond campus through ISU
Extension and Outreach to benefit
our state, nation and world.
While we have long been a leader
in STEM fields such as agriculture,
engineering, biosciences, cybersecurity
and veterinary medicine, we’re also
breaking new ground in the arts,
humanities and social sciences,
which challenge us to think critically
and creatively and gain a deeper
understanding of our diverse world.

What are the biggest
challenges facing the
university?
The most pressing challenge right
now is the budget. We have endured
very significant cuts to our state
appropriation, while continuing to
offer the lowest tuition rate of our
peer institutions. We know the state
has many competing priorities, but
we must continue to convey the
significant value Iowa State delivers
to the state and all Iowans. We are
confident that an investment in public
higher education is an investment in
a better and more secure future – an
educated citizenry, economic growth
and job creation, and research-based
solutions to complex issues.
This persisting trend of decreasing
state support has compelled the Board
of Regents to consider across-theboard tuition increases. While we’re

Photo: Paul Gates

What brought you to Iowa
State University?

Leading learning
First-year students interact
with Wintersteen during the
President’s Leadership Class
at the Knoll.
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What must Iowa State do
to continue to thrive and
be a vital asset to our state
and nation?
We must ramp up our efforts to be as
creative and innovative as possible,
and we must do this within a
culture of communication, trust
and transparency. We need to look
at everything we do and ask the
question: Is this necessary, or is there
a better way? Based on employee
numbers alone, Iowa State is
already one of the most efficient and
productive universities in the country.
However, we must eliminate the
processes and procedures that waste
time and impede progress, adopt new
and innovative ways to perform
necessary tasks, and enable our
faculty and staff to concentrate on
the activities that truly advance
our mission.
We must also do an even better
job of sharing our story and
communicating our value far outside
our campus borders. If people –
ranging from federal officials in
Washington, D.C., to small-town
Iowans – have a better grasp of the
extraordinary research and excellent
teaching happening at Iowa State and
how it impacts their everyday lives,
their communities and their families,
they will be proud to send their
children and grandchildren here,
and invest in their future and Iowa
State’s. We must share our impact and
6 /
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value wherever we go in Iowa, across
the country and the world.

Every gift –
no matter the
amount – has
the potential
to change a
student’s life.
… We are so
grateful for
each and
every gift.
They transform
lives.
WENDY
WINTERSTEEN

What role do donors play in
advancing Iowa State’s
mission?
Donor support is vital. We know that
the three aspirations of the Forever
True, For Iowa State campaign will
require significant resources to
transform Iowa State for the 21st
century. Donors enable us to make
those big goals a reality.
Donor support ensures that
Iowa State remains accessible and
affordable for our students. Last year
alone, more than $16.5 million in
private support went to student
scholarships. This makes an
extraordinary difference in our
students’ lives, and oftentimes it
presents an opportunity for the
donors and students to develop a
relationship. The donors become
invested in their scholarship
recipient’s experience and success,
and it helps to reinforce that special
connection to Iowa State.
Every gift – no matter the amount –
has the potential to change a student’s
life, whether those dollars support a
scholarship, a renowned faculty
member who motivates and inspires,
a high-impact learning opportunity
that augments the traditional classroom experience, or a state-of-theart facility. We are so grateful for
each and every gift. These gifts
transform lives.

What are your main goals
as president?
I’ve been at Iowa State for a long time,
so I’m fortunate to have a lot of
knowledge of the university, the

state and our stakeholders. But I also
recognize that I have a lot to learn –
and that begins with listening. People
care deeply about this university, and
I want to make sure they have the
chance to voice their ideas, concerns
and experiences. So I intend to hold
listening sessions across campus and
also around the state.
Also, we must begin the important
work to recognize and address our
challenges. As I mentioned, the budget is one of our biggest challenges.
As president, I want to make sure that
we’re doing everything we can to
obtain the necessary resources to
maintain and even enhance Iowa
State’s quality, to support our students’
needs and to take care of our

An unprecedented
campaign
To date, the Forever True,
For Iowa State campaign
has raised $963 million
toward its $1.1 billion goal.
$1.1B GOAL
PROGRESS

(As of Jan. 31)

employees with fair and competitive
compensation – because as I mentioned
earlier, our people truly are our number
one strength.
I want Iowa State to be known as
the most welcoming and inclusive
land-grant university in the country.
It is so important to me that we
ensure every single person who comes
to Iowa State and is willing to work
hard – students, faculty and staff –
has the resources, tools and support
they need to fulfill their potential. An
atmosphere of acceptance and
support is vital.
Related to this, I believe Iowa State
can move to the head of the pack in
closing the achievement gap among
underrepresented students. The

Photo: Des Moines Register, 2017©, Gannett - Community Publishing

still waiting to hear what the Regents
will do with tuition, they are asking
the state for new dollars for the 201819 year to support student financial
aid – which reflects our commitment
to accessibility and affordability.

Perks of the office
Days after being named
president, Cy welcomes
President Wintersteen on
the football field with a hug
to the amusement of Robert
Waggoner, her husband.
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composition of college campuses is
changing dramatically – we’re serving
more first-generation, low-income
students and those from diverse
backgrounds. Iowa State has already
pioneered initiatives to help these
students succeed, such as nationallyrecognized Learning Communities –
and they work. I want to continue this
important progress by implementing
proven strategies to ensure students,
regardless of their background, can
persist and graduate.
As we transform Iowa State for
the 21st century, I also see a major
emphasis on entrepreneurship as
a way to set us apart from other
universities and other land-grants.
Iowa State’s Ivy College of Business
is the first business school at a
public institution in Iowa to offer
an undergraduate degree in
entrepreneurship and only the
eighth in the nation to launch a
Ph.D. program in entrepreneurship.
Already, we are leaders here. However,
I want us to work across all colleges
and departments to develop a robust
entrepreneurship ecosystem in
our undergraduate programs, one
that builds on the early success of
initiatives like the Pappajohn Center
for Entre-preneurship, the ISU Startup
Factory, the ISU Ag Startup Engine
and the great work of the Agriculture
Entrepreneurship Initiative. I
want Iowa State to be a magnet
for entrepreneurs across our
disciplines, and ultimately the
nation’s entrepreneurship university.
This goal will be further supported
by the addition of the Student
Innovation Center. This new facility,
under construction right now on the
west side of campus, will provide the
8 /
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necessary environment to elevate Iowa
State’s culture of multidisciplinary,
experiential learning. This is essential
to our commitment of providing a
world-class education – one that
fosters an entrepreneurial or
innovative spirit through creative,
collaborative and critical thinking
to prepare our students to lead
the future.
Finally, we’re also working through
some major changes in the day-to-day
operation of the university to enhance
our efficiency and use of internal data.
This includes the implementation
of Workday, which is an enterprise
software system that will fundamentally
improve human resources, finance
and student business processes
and services campus-wide. This
isn’t glamorous – but it’s critically
important and it’s a major, complex
endeavor. Ultimately, Workday will
allow us to serve our students and all
Iowans better.
As you can see, we have high ideals,
numerous challenges and lots of
opportunities. I truly appreciate the
support of our alumni and donors. It
makes this great institution and our
ongoing endeavors possible.

14 IN BRIEF

Closing the
achievement gap
As President Wintersteen calls
for Iowa State to lead the way
in closing the achievement
gap among underrepresented
students, consider this startling
statistic: To bring the six-year
graduation rate for underrepresented, low-income, firstgeneration and multicultural
students at Iowa State to within
5 percent of other students,
the university would need to
retain just 20 more students a
year collectively from these
groups to close the gap.
Such is the work of
University Innovation Alliance,
a partnership between Iowa
State and 10 other public
research institutions across
the nation. Formed in 2014,
the UIA’s mission is to expand
access to high-quality college
degrees at these universities,
with an ambitious goal of
graduating an additional
68,000 students by 2025.
“The original intent of the
land-grant mission was to
provide an accessible, affordable
education for the hardworking
sons and daughters of farmers
and merchants – then an
underrepresented population at
the nation’s colleges and
universities,” Wintersteen said
at the UIA Data Symposium at
Iowa State in February. “Our
focus hasn’t changed. We’re
staying true to our mission. We
will stay accessible to all
students who want to come to
Iowa State and work hard, so
they can reach their full potential.”

EXTENDING IOWA STATE'S IMPACT
THROUGH PHILANTHROPIC GIVING

Centered on training
Supported in part by donations to a FundISU
crowd-funding project, the new training center
being constructed in the Kamuli Distrct in rural
Uganda will house university student service
learners and include classrooms where farmers,
teachers and community leaders are able to
meet year-round.

Learn more about UIA at www.uia.org.
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THE CHINA CONNECTION
Two donor-funded faculty positions will further the holders’ research
and teaching on American government and politics – and China.
By Steve Sullivan | Photos by Chris Gannon

Changing colors
Steffen Schmidt, left, and
Jonathan Hassid bring nuance
to China’s changing hues.
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STE FFE N SC HMIDT A ND
JO NATHA N HA S S ID know how
challenging it can be for their students
to grasp the nuances of international
politics. The in-your-face aspects
of American politics can not only
consume one’s attention – they distort
one’s perceptions.
These Iowa State political scientists,
however, are working to provide young
people a greater understanding of the
geopolitical scene, specifically in relation
to China, with the help of two donorsupported positions – Schmidt as
the inaugural holder of the Lucken
Professorship in Political Science, and
Hassid as the Lucken Faculty Fellow.
“China is the second largest economy
in the world and will probably surpass
the U.S. in the next decade,” Hassid
explains. And while the United States is
dealing with more pressing international
issues than its relationship with China,
“the relationship is important – and
that isn’t going to decrease,” he says.
Hassid is particularly interested in
providing students and others the
bigger picture of how China’s domestic
politics work, and their effects both
within China and beyond.
“China’s biggest problem is that the
central government doesn’t have enough
power compared to local and provincial
governments,” he says. For example,
“There are all sorts of regulations
regarding worker rights and pollution,
but nobody in the provinces pays
attention to them.”
The Lucken Faculty Fellowship
supports a faculty member who is
advancing students’ understanding of
China. Hassid, who as an undergraduate
studied in the capital city of Beijing,
will use the three-year fellowship to
support field research in China, a book
project on the country’s domestic

Globally engaged
Kent Lucken earned his
political science degree
in 1986 and went on to
join the U.S. Foreign
Service, where he
completed diplomatic
assignments at the U.S.
Embassies in Italy,
Russia, Georgia,
Croatia, Bosnia and
Slovenia. Following
the 1991 collapse of
the Soviet Union, he
served as the first U.S.
diplomat in the newly
independent Republic
of Georgia. Currently a
managing director at Citi
Private Bank, Lucken
has remained engaged
in international affairs as
a foreign policy advisor
to Mitt Romney’s 2008
and 2012 presidential
campaigns, as an
International Council
board member at
Harvard University’s
Belfer Center for Science
and International Affairs,
and as recently departed
chairman of the US-Asia
Institute. The latter,
he says, prompted
his “keen interest in
China, its impact on the
global economy and
international system.”

politics and to recruit high-level speakers
for an Iowa State conference on
Chinese politics.
Among Schmidt’s plans for funds
from the Lucken Professorship, which
recognizes excellence in political science
teaching, research and service, is
researching international students’
perceptions of American politics. He
has been inspired by the international
students who audit his American
government class as part of their
immersive English language instruction.
“They are intrigued by American
politics and ask great questions,”
Schmidt says. “Chinese students, for
example, are fascinated by how powerful
interest groups are here. They don’t
talk about them much in China. They
are also surprised at how ineffective
our government is at enacting policies
on such things as healthcare and
infrastructure. In China that stuff
gets done – high-speed rail, airports
everywhere. We’re paralyzed and can’t
get anything done.”
Schmidt sees the presence of
international students in the classroom
as an opportunity for all students
to compare how the U.S. and other
countries operate. This global perspective
“makes it clearer to American students
how our systems work. I also want
the international students to be able
to contrast their respective countries
and ours.”
He adds, “I worry that we think
we’re the greatest at democracy and
economic development and don’t have
anything to learn from other countries.
We don’t want to trash the U.S., but I
want to get students to think about
innovative, better and smarter ways
to do things.”
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FINDING A WORK-LEARN
BALANCE

They say that hard work is its own reward. Scholarships like the ISU
Working Scholars award make the endeavor that much more worth it.
By Susan Flansburg | Photo by Paul Gates

Mixing it up
Like thousands of Iowa
State students, Jamie Kruk
balances her time between
her job with Rockwell Collins
and studying for her degree
in computer engineering.
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JA MIE KRUK WA S 14 YEA RS
O L D when she began a quest to pay
her way through college. Too young to
get a driver’s license, she had to work
close to home in Springville, Iowa.
She decided to sell home-baked goods
at the biweekly farmer’s market.
Every other Friday night, Kruk
baked French bread, ginger cookies,
gourmet whoopee pies and other
goodies, wrapped them in plastic and
packed them into boxes. Her mom
drove her to the market on Saturday
morning, where she staffed her booth
and made change from an old metal
box. At the end of the season, Kruk
banked half of what she had earned.
“It wasn’t a lot,” the Iowa State
computer engineering junior remembers
now. “I grossed under $500. But it
helped develop my work ethic.”
Did it ever. Soon after Kruk got her
driver’s license, she drove to nearby
Cedar Rapids looking for work. She
found a grocery store job and got a
paid internship at Rockwell Collins,
where she now works part time from
her home computer.
Despite having worked and saved for
college since middle school, Kruk has
still faced a shortfall. She isn’t alone.
“It’s much different from when I
attended school,” says Roberta Johnson,
Iowa State’s director of financial aid.
“In 1980, the full cost of attendance at
Iowa State was $3,400 per year. That
included tuition and fees, room and
board, personal expenses, books and
supplies. This year the figure will be
over $20,000. Using the Consumer
Price Index, the total should have
been $10,100.”
Johnson says the dramatic increase
reflects diminishing investments by
states in public higher education over
several decades.

Working from
behind
On-campus and workstudy jobs benefit
students in many ways,
often giving them
experience in their
chosen fields as well as
the ability to study
during down times.
The jobs come with a
trade-off, though. Workstudy jobs are tied to
financial need formulas,
so each student qualifies
for only a limited number
of hours.
In 2016-17, undergraduate
students worked an
average of 8.4 hours per
two-week pay period.
At an average $9.39 per
hour, a student would
have earned $78.88 in that
time — making hardly a
dent in one’s tuition.
Roberta Johnson
says while there is no
reliable way to estimate
the number of students
who work off-campus
as well, the math speaks
for itself. “These students
are often forced to
choose between studying
and working. Time
spent working that
much can prevent a full
college experience.”
Donor support helps.
“Students who get the
help they need will still
work,” Johnson notes.
“But they will be able to
cut back just a little, so
they can spend more
time on their studies
and activities.”

“While the cost of attendance has
increased dramatically, the amount of
money received from the government
has decreased dramatically. The crux
of the reason is that education used to
be considered a ‘public good.’ Today, it’s
considered a ‘private good,’ supported
by the theory that it produces a higher
salary for the individual graduate.”
The reality is, though, that no matter
how hard students work, most will
likely graduate with significant debt.
That’s how scholarships such as the
ISU Working Scholars award make a
difference. The award provides financial
assistance to students like Kruk
who are having to work their way
through college.
Johnson says the need is urgent.
“We see students who try to work
30-plus hours a week while they go to
school,” she says. “They can only cope
with that for a limited amount of time.
Research shows that their academics
will slip, and they won’t have time for
clubs or activities.”
Kruk says she is “extremely grateful”
for the award, which has allowed her
not only a little more sleep but a chance
to participate in activities other than
work and school.
“My sister says I do differential
equations for fun,” she laughs. “But I
love to cook and bake and knit, too.
And I enjoy spending time with the
club I founded, the Women’s Alliance
for Cyber Security on Campus.”
T O D O NAT E

To learn more about how you can
support scholarships for students
across all areas, go to
www.foundation.iastate.edu/giveonline.
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INVESTING IN YOUNG RESEARCHERS
The Roy J. Carver Charitable Trust of Muscatine,
Iowa, has committed $643,896 to Iowa State
University to support the research of Assistant
Professor of Chemistry Vincenzo Venditti and
Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering
Sarah Bentil, two early-career researchers seeking
to find solutions to such health-related issues as
drug-resistant infections and traumatic brain
injury in troops.
In addition, the Carver Trust has committed
$500,000 to establish a prestigious postdoctoral
fellowship program in the College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences. The fellowship program will provide
opportunities for the postdoctoral researchers
who will be the next generation of biomedical
scientists, as well as further Iowa State’s research
in areas that will lead to breakthroughs in
human health.
“These awards illustrate how investment in
unique programs and projects may strategically
advance the university’s overall scientific enterprise,”
says Troy Ross, executive administrator of the
Carver Trust, “We are pleased to support Iowa
State’s efforts to attract, retain and empower
promising young investigators.”

						
				
“Receiving this professorship is a

Vincenzo Venditti

Sarah Bentil

Photo: Bob Elbert

NEWS

— Dr. Alejandro “Alex” Ramirez, 		
associate professor of veterinary diagnostic
and production animal medicine, and
inaugural holder of the Roy A. Schultz
Professorship in Swine Medicine.

Supporting those
searching for cures
A scholarship established in memory of David
Gladson, a 1988 marketing graduate, firmly
links him to the disciplines now encompassed
in the department of genetics, development and
cell biology. Gladson passed away in 2003 at
the age of 39 after a 15-year battle with multiple
sclerosis. The fund – established by his friend
Todd Ortberg and brother Steve Gladson – is
awarded to undergraduate or graduate students
working in the area of neuroscience. A current
recipient, Lauren Laboissonniere, a doctoral
candidate in the department, is conducting
research on amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or Lou
Gehrig’s disease, from which her grandfather
died when Laboissonniere was 13. “The Gladson
Scholarship has facilitated the laboratory work
we are doing to study ALS, and I am honored
to have received this award for my work in the
field of neurological disorders,” she said.

LEARN IT… LOVE IT… LIVE IT

74,000
STUDENTS engaged in
Iowa State’s learning
communities to date.
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tremendous honor for me. I have always
looked up to Dr. Schultz for his passion for
seeking knowledge to help people, swine
and the international community”

850

STUDENT CLUBS and
organizations mean 850
ways for students to connect
with their passion.

95%

OF STUDENTS go directly
from Iowa State to jobs or
continuing education six
months after graduation.

“A lot of scholarships are awarded to high
school seniors. As a lifelong learner, I
appreciate the Ethel Whitney Scholarship.
I’m an education major, and I have 18 hours
of upper-level classes with internships.
This funding means I can devote any extra
time to studying – and to maintaining a
3.9 GPA!”
— Ruth Kliewer, elementary education,
class of 2018

“Opportunities [through the Stan G.
Thurston Professorship in Design Build
fund] build confidence that grows with
each project and makes each a better
experience overall. These projects help
students like me break out of a comfortable
classroom setting and gain a greater
understanding of all that is involved in
bringing an idea to life. They allow
students to gain experience working with
professionals of various disciplines prior
to entering the workforce, and getting
early exposure to learning how to deal
with various types of professionals is
extremely valuable.”
— Mark Moeckl, B.S. education, 2004; 		
graduate assistant, architecture		
volunteering in an orphanage and working
to improve the small farm on its campus to
help make the center more self-sufficient.

RECOGNIZING IOWA STATE’S
MOST DISTINGUISHED
Please join us for Iowa State
University’s 2018 Distinguished
Awards Celebration on Friday, April
20, 2 p.m. in Benton Auditorium,
Scheman Building. This year’s
honorees are:
ORDER OF THE KNOLL CORPORATION
AND FOUNDATION AWARD:
Rockwell Collins, Inc.
ORDER OF THE KNOLL FACULTY AND
STAFF AWARD:
The late Lowell Greimann
Dick and Sandy Horton
ORDER OF THE KNOLL CARDINAL
AND GOLD AWARD:
Marla (Warrick) Franklin
ORDER OF THE KNOLL CAMPANILE
AWARD: GANN
Ed McCracken and Ana Hays McCracken
HONORARY ALUMNI AWARD:
Debbie Bergstrom
John Schuh
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD:
Richard Carmichael
Barbara Janson
Suku Radia
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HELPING THE EQUINE
PROGRAM SHINE
The Fullgraf Foundation has
committed $403,000 to Iowa
State’s College of Veterinary
Medicine to purchase equipment
and support veterinarians in
residency at the college’s Lloyd
Veterinary Medical Center.
A $250,000 grant establishes
the Charlotte Stone Fullgraf
Equine Surgery Resident’s
Research and Support Fund,
which will provide annual
funding for two equine surgery
residents to help cover research
project expenses and continuing
education costs. A second grant
of $153,000 will allow the equine
program to purchase several
pieces of critically needed
equipment for the surgery section,
including a fluoroscopy unit
(C-arm), an imaging modality
that uses X-rays to produce a
real-time image of anatomy.
The Fullgraf Foundation is
under the direction of Jan
Fullgraf Golann and Charles S.
Fullgraf. The Charlotte Stone
Fullgraf Equine Surgery Resident’s
Research and Support Fund
honors Charles’ and Jan’s mother,
Charlotte, who graduated in
1946 from Iowa State University
with a major in dietetics. She
died in 2008.

ENHANCING GLOBAL
PERSPECTIVES

Grace Obata Omemiya, 2016 by Rose Frantzen
(American, born 1965). Commissioned by
University Museums. Sponsored by the
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. In
the Art on Campus Collection, University
Museums, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa.

‘Faces’ goes places
Beginning in the 1930s, at the height of the Great Depression,
Iowa State made it a priority to commemorate its presidents, deans,
accomplished faculty and heralded alumni through commissioned
portraits. This tradition continues today with the active commissioning
of portraits by departments and colleges all across Iowa State, and
beginning in 2016 took on a different expression with Faces of Iowa
State: 39 portraits painted by the nationally renowned, Maquoketa,
Iowa-based artist Rose Frantzen.
Faces of Iowa State not only celebrates the tradition and impact of
portraiture at Iowa State, but also shows the development of Iowa
State as a story of democracy where the vision, dreams and actions of
individual people play a vital role in how our collective identity is
shaped. The portraits’ subjects, chosen by the university’s colleges
and select units, range from students and faculty to staff, alumni and
individuals with close ties to the university.
Due to the overwhelmingly positive response the portrait series
received on campus, University Museums organized a touring exhibition
of Faces of Iowa State that is traveling to sites across the state in 2018.
Find out where at www.museums.iastate.edu/art/exhibitions/
traveling-exhibitions/

ISU FOUNDATION GARNERS EIGHT
CASE AWARDS
In January, the Iowa State University
Foundation collected eight awards for
publications, events and programs in the
Council for the Advancement and Support
of Education District VI Institutional awards,
attesting to the outstanding work being
carried out by the foundation in support
of the university.
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A recent gift from the Hershel B.
Whitney Charitable Trust will
provide funding for the Hershel
B. Whitney Global Initiatives
Program, which will assist
undergraduate students in the
department of chemical and
biological engineering who wish
to participate in study abroad
experiences. The fund will initially
focus on providing support for
the department’s Oviedo, Spain,
Summer Lab Program. This
intensive five-week program offers
participants valuable hands-on
laboratory experiences, as well as
an opportunity to experience the
culture and attractions of Spain.
The fund will also establish the
Hershel B. Whitney Global
Professorship in Chemical and
Biological Engineering.
Hershel B. Whitney received
a bachelor’s degree in chemical
engineering from Iowa State in 1949,
and his wife, Ethel, graduated
from the university in 1950 with
a bachelor’s degree in family
and consumer sciences, child
development. The couple is
deceased, but their support of
Iowa State continues through
their charitable trust.

Photo: ISU News Service
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OPN MASTER CLASS

In its second year, the OPN Master Class in the
department of architecture allowed students to
take part in an intensive, four-day drawing
workshop led by Neyran Turan, assistant professor
of architecture at the University of California–
Berkeley. This year’s workshop, held in February,
challenged participants to develop architectural
solutions to cultural or political aspects of climate
change in the future. The workshop is made
possible through a gift by OPN, one of the
Midwest’s largest architectural firms. Support of
the OPN Master Class allows the firm to assist
the next generation of designers as they look to
broaden their design perspective while being taught
by renowned experts from around the world.
Big return. Big impact.
The Iowa State Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory’s
150 faculty and staff help solve 80,000-plus
cases per year, a critical service in protecting
the state’s $32 billion animal agriculture
industry. In fact, the VDL helps to generate
$31.79 million in state revenue in normal
years and $124.15 million in revenue in years
with severe animal health emergencies – a
nearly 8-to-1 return on the state’s investment
in the VDL in a normal year, and 31-to-1
return on investment in emergency years.
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SUPERGIRL TO THE RESCUE

FOREVER TRUE

REANNON OVERBEY was devastated by the loss of her father when she was in
eighth grade. Thanks to friends and family, she regained hope over time. Today an
Iowa State senior in graphic design with a minor in advertising, and recipient of the
Elizabeth Kirke Memorial Award in Graphic Design, Overbey uses her own journey
of healing as her super power, volunteering with the Iowa League of Heroes.

Story by Susan Flansburg
and Reannon Overbey
Illustrations: Toto Manivanh

I was always a
happy child. I
loved art and
softball.
I loved my
parents most
of all. My dad
was a teacher,
so he could
always be home
when I was. We
did everything
together.

I JUST LOVE
DRAWING!

I

so

My world went dark.
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Finally, everything started
falling into place. But I
kept thinking about all
the people who had helped
me when I was down. I
wanted to find a way to
help kids in need, too.

ISU Foundation
Board of Directors
2017-18

This is
POINT
LESS

I dragged myself
to school, but quit
softball and art.
I didn’t see friends.
I didn’t care
about anything.

With the help of my
family, teachers and
friends, I began to
come back to life. I
started playing
softball again and
joined the art club.
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The Iowa State University Foundation can help you give a
gift that moves lives forward.

When I was in 8th
grade, my dad
had a stroke. He
died before they
could treat him.

s

s
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Illustration: Evanny Henningsen

GRADE
S

!

IOWA
STATE!
Show us
your super
powers!

I became Super
Girl with the
Iowa League of
Heroes. We visit
kids who need
a little joy in
their lives.
It’s the most
wonderful
feeling to make
a child happy
for even a
moment!

My life is
super busy today. I work
three jobs, go to school full
time, volunteer on weekends and
spend time with my dog, Oliver. I’m
happy, and so glad I can share it
with the kids. We all have to learn
that bad things can and will happen,
but that they can make you a better
person. I’m a better person because
of what I’ve been through. - ReaNNON

Iowa State gave me the opportunity to play
football for a Division I athletics program and
receive a degree from a well-respected university.
I was afforded the chance to succeed both
athletically and academically, and I have great
respect for the coaches and professors who
guided and supported me while I was in school.
My wife and I want to help make that possible
for deserving Iowa athletes who may otherwise
be unable to attend college as they participate
and pursue their chosen degree at Iowa State
through an athletics scholarship.
_ TERRY VOY, who earned a bachelor’s degree in
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physical education in 1969 and master’s degree in
industrial education in 1980 at Iowa State. He and his
wife, SHERRY, established the Voy Football
Scholarship Endowment and are avid supporters of
Cyclone Athletics and the Cyclone Club.

The Iowa State University Foundation does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, religion, national origin, actual or perceived sexual orientation, gender identity, sex,
marital status, disability, or status as a U.S. veteran. Any persons having inquiries concerning this may contact human resources, Iowa State Foundation, 515.294.4607.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A view to Forever True

All it takes is a pop-up photo booth and an
Instagram frame at an Iowa State home game
for enthusiastic Cyclone families to step up and
show they are Forever True, For Iowa State.
More images can be found at #ForeverTrueISU.
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