
t was a firm belief in the program and 

a desire to help solve global issues 

that prompted Sanjay and Lori Shah to 

establish a scholarship fund in the Iowa 

State University College of Engineering.

When Lori, class of 1984, and her 

husband, Sanjay, learned their oldest son 

was interested in engineering, they figured 

Iowa State would be a good fit. “We knew 

that Iowa State has a strong engineering 

program,” said Sanjay. When visiting 

college campuses across the country, 

Iowa State stood out for many reasons – 

one of them scholarship support. 

The Shahs realize the importance 

scholarship support plays in a student’s 

decision-making process. “Iowa State 

offers an outstanding product that we 

believe in, and we wanted to make that 

more accessible for students,” said Lori. 

“There is a need for American engineers 

to help solve the world’s problems, 

so we would like to help attract the 

best students to Iowa State while also 

supporting the program.”

They created the Sanjay S. and Lori F. 

Shah Engineering Scholarship through a 

bequest gift. “When it comes down to it, 

we want our hard-earned money to go to 

a good place,” said Lori. Sanjay agreed. 

“It’s exciting to give to a cause that will 

lead to a lot of good down the road.
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A Stronger InStItutIon,  
A Better nAtIon, A BrIghter World

s the new year gets underway, remember to take the 

necessary steps to update your estate plan so they 

reflect any life changes you experienced within the past year.

Look Out for These Changes
While it is important to review your estate plan every 

few years to ensure that it still reflects your wishes, 

there are a number of circumstances that should trigger 

prompt action to avoid any adverse consequences of an 

outdated estate plan.

• A significant change in the size of your estate

• Births, deaths, marriages or divorces

• A move to another state 

• Recent tax law changes

• A change in your financial needs

• Retirement

• Minor children no longer living at home

•  A desire to use a portion of your estate to  

support an institution of higher learning such   

as Iowa State.

If you would like to learn more about how  
you can include Iowa State University in  

your estate plans, please contact us today.

Share the following language with your estate planning attorney to add to your will or living trust.

I give, devise and bequeath to the Iowa State University Foundation, a not-for-profit corporation existing under the laws of the State of Iowa 

and located at Ames, Iowa, ______ (percent of my estate, dollars, property, securities, etc.) to be used for ______ (however you wish for 

your gift to be used) at Iowa State University.
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If you would like to help more 

students receive an ISU education, 

please contact the Office of Gift 

Planning staff at 800.621.8515 or 

giftplanning@foundation.iastate.edu 

to explore your options. 

Contact us with any questions 
you may have about using 
your estate plan to support 

Iowa State University.

Return the enclosed survey to 
request our complimentary guide 
on giving through your will or trust.

Visit www.isugift.org to learn 
more about our mission and how 
you can be part of what we do.

HOW TO REMEMBER IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY IN YOUR WILL OR TRUST

2505 University Boulevard

P.O. Box 2230

Ames, Iowa 50010-2230

Toll-free: 800.621.8515

www.isugift.org

The Iowa State Foundation is acknowledged by Iowa State University as the preferred channel for administering trust and estate gifts that benefit the university. This is 
accomplished by using the name Iowa State University Foundation in your legal documents. Please contact the foundation for additional information.

3 QuICK ACtIonS 
TO TAKE TODAY

IS Your eStAte PlAn 
KEEPING UP WITH YOUR LIFE?

Including Iowa State in your 
estate plan helps ensure that 
the university remains the best 
it can be for future Cyclones. 

Give a Meaningful Gift  
Return the enclosed survey to receive your complimentary copy of Extend Your Impact 

today. You’ll find additional details that will help you decide whether a gift in your will or 

trust is right for you. Act now because we have a limited supply!

6,000
STUDENTS WERE AWARDED 
SCHOLARSHIPS LAST YEAR.

Scholarships not only enable young people of all backgrounds 

and abilities to attend the university, but help ensure that once 

here, students are able to engage to their fullest potential – 

excelling in the classroom and participating in organizations 

and activities that build skills, character and confidence.

MORE THAN



Cyclone pride has deep roots 
in Kaitlyn Aldrich’s family.  
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students who prioritize academics. “It 

is unique in that it will offer members 

opportunities to meet faculty, improve 

resumes and develop networking skills,” 

she said. 

After graduation, Aldrich is 

considering pursuing a law degree, 

or a master’s degree in engineering or 

business. Or, she may go straight into 

the field and begin working as a civil 

engineer somewhere in the Midwest.

“I am proud to attend a university with 

a stellar engineering program, a beautiful 

campus, opportunities to get involved 

and people who make me feel at home,” 

said the Des Moines native. She grew  

up in a family of Cyclones, including  

her father and grandparents. “I lived  

in Friley Hall as a freshman, the same 

dorm where my dad and grandpa lived,” 

she said. “Everything I hoped for in  

a school I found in my backyard at  

Iowa State.”

Aldrich has received numerous 

scholarships during her career at Iowa 

State, some of which were established 

with bequests like the forward-thinking 

gift recently made by the Shahs. 

“Receiving scholarship support is always 

an incredible honor,” she said. “For 

those who invest in today’s students, 

thank you for your generosity. It truly 

empowers us to achieve our best.”

Everything I hoped for in 

a school I found in my 

backyard at Iowa State. 

– Kaitlyn Aldrich ’15

Student FeAture 

wanted to pursue something that 

incorporated both physics and math, 

would help me improve people’s lives, and 

would allow me to be both in and out of 

an office setting where no two days would 

look the same,” said Kaitlyn Aldrich.

Now a senior at Iowa State majoring in 

civil engineering, Aldrich has a passion for 

learning that shows no sign of letting up. 

“Engineering is a growing field that 

places no limits on creativity and what 

can be accomplished,” she said. With 

an already rigorous course load, Aldrich 

has also completed a French minor. “I 

find the language beautiful, as well as the 

culture,” she said. Travel is also on her 

long list of goals for the future.

Over the summer, Aldrich interned 

for Veenstra & Kimm, Inc., a civil 

environmental engineering consulting 

firm in West Des Moines, Iowa. “The 

nature of my internship gave me a wide 

range of opportunities and experiences,” 

said Aldrich. She worked on a splash 

pad project for a children’s pool in 

Afton, Iowa, and has been invited to 

the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 

completed job in May. “I am very excited 

to see it finished, knowing I contributed 

to it,” she said. 

Additionally, this semester Aldrich 

is co-founding Gamma Sigma Alpha, 

an honor society to recognize Greek 
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are is the person who regrets having been truly 

generous or thoughtful. Yet, how can you give 

away property, securities or real estate now if you 

do not know whether you or your family will need 

those assets later? One solution is to make gifts to  

the Iowa State University Foundation by means of  

a bequest – a gift in your will or living trust.

Following are some advantages of bequests:

•  Easy. A few sentences in your will or living  

trust complete the gift. 

•  Revocable. Until your will or trust goes into 

effect, you are free to alter your plans.

•  Versatile. You can bequeath a specific item,  

an amount of money, a gift contingent upon 

certain events or a percentage of your estate.

•  Tax-wise. Your estate is entitled to an unlimited 

estate tax charitable deduction for gifts to 

qualified charitable organizations.

A FLExIBLE WAY TO 
SUPPORT IOWA STATE

Why Leaving a Percentage Makes Sense
When planning a future gift, it’s sometimes difficult 

to determine what size donation will make sense. 

Emergencies happen, and you need to make 

sure your family is financially taken care of first. 

Including a gift of a percentage of your estate or  

a percentage of your residual estate ensures that  

your donation will remain proportionate to your 

estate size, no matter how it fluctuates over  

the years.

Let Us Know
If you have already included a gift for Iowa State  

in your will or trust, please notify us by returning 

the enclosed survey. That way we can ensure  

your gift will be used exactly as you intend.  

Plus, it would be our honor to thank you for  

your gift.
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leArnIng todAY,  
ChAngIng tomorroW

The Shahs worked with development staff and the Office of Gift 
Planning staff at the Iowa State University Foundation to make their 
scholarship a reality. 

“The process was very easy and smooth,” said Sanjay. “The entire 
team listened to our ideas but helped us modify them into something 
much better. Together, we developed a program that we’re very happy 
with and can accomplish our small part in encouraging the next 
leaders in the institution that’s been important to us all these years.”

 IT'S EASIER THAN YOU THINK...

Rising need
It's been another record year for enrollment at Iowa 

State, with 34,732 students this fall. We've come a long 

way since our first official graduating class in 1872, 

which consisted of 24 men and two women.

AT THE END OF NOVEMBER 2014, 

210 INDIVIDUALS
BOOKED OR UPGRADED A  
BEQUEST GIFT, TOTALING OVER 

IN FUTURE SUPPORT FOR  
IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY.

$50 MILLION

34,732
StudentS

1872 GRADUATING CLASS

2014 ENROLLMENT


