
grand total of 20 years in school – 

including three intensive years in 

the veterinary program at the Iowa State 

University College of Veterinary Medicine 

– has prepared Timothy Helms for his 

last semester at Iowa State. 

“My fourth year as a veterinary student 

has challenged me in ways I hadn’t 

imagined,” said Helms. “I’m excited to 

finally practice medicine after all this 

time, and the process of converting 

knowledge to practice has been 

rewarding yet difficult.” 

After graduation in May 2015, Helms 

will become a resident in veterinary 

pathology at Ohio State University. “I 

plan to use my veterinary degree to 

advance both animal and human medical 

knowledge as a comparative pathologist.”

“I am inspired by my classmates and 

faculty. There is a true sense of community 

within the veterinary program,” said Helms. 

This feeling is strengthened by receiving a 

scholarship through the Veterinary Medicine 

Class of 1964 Fund – which is comprised of 

gifts from many donors, including bequest 

gifts – and meeting a few of his donors.  

“I am inspired by the spirit of this 

scholarship,” said Helms. “The benefits  

of such an award are not just financial – the 

moral and emotional support provided is 

also of unquantifiable benefit. I hope to be 

able to continue the example of generosity 

that has been shown to me in the future.”

A
The PaTh ahead Is Forged by a CommunITy

ould you rather support students today and see your gift at 

work, or after your lifetime, ensuring that Iowa State thrives for 

years to come? With a “blended gift,” you can do both. 

This approach to giving can take many forms. The common thread 

is the combination of current and future gifts. To take advantage of the 

blended gift approach, you select a way to donate today that makes 

sense for your situation. Then you choose a way to continue that 

generosity in the future through a deferred gift. 

Gifts You Make Today          
• Cash   

• Stocks and Securities  

• Real Estate   

• Tangible Personal Property 

• Life Income Gifts 

      ◆ Charitable Gift Annuity 

      ◆ Charitable Remainder Trust

Share the following language with your estate planning attorney to add to your will or living trust.

I give, devise and bequeath to the Iowa State University Foundation, a not-for-profit corporation existing under the laws of the State of 

Iowa and located at Ames, Iowa, ______ (percent of my estate, dollars, property, securities, etc.) to be used for ______ (however you 

wish for your gift to be used) at Iowa State University.
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Your support enables deserving 

students to have an Iowa State 

experience that will shape the rest 

of their lives – and empower them 

to make a difference in the state, 

the nation and the world. 

a: The 22,088 donorS and 

frIendS To daTe who have 

contributed to Moving Students 

Forward, Iowa State University’s 

five-year fundraising initiative to  

raise $150 mIllIon for scholarships  

and other support of Iowa State 

students. The defining factor in  

this movement, however, is the  

34,732 STUdenTS whose lives  

are being changed by your gifts. 

hoW To rememBer IoWa STaTe UnIVerSITY In YoUr WIll or TrUST

2505 University Boulevard

P.o. Box 2230

ames, Iowa 50010-2230

Toll-free: 800.621.8515

www.isugift.org

The Iowa State Foundation is acknowledged by Iowa State University as the preferred channel for administering trust and estate gifts that benefit the university. This is 
accomplished by using the name Iowa State University Foundation in your legal documents. Please contact the foundation for additional information.

WhaT defIneS 
a moVemenT?

maxImIze your ImPaCT 
WITH BLENDED GIVING

Your generosity helps 
provide a brighter future for 
tomorrow's students. 

Explore Your Options  
return the enclosed survey to request your complimentary copy of Your Personal Guide to Gift 

Planning to learn more about different charitable gifts and the benefits associated with each.

dId YoU KnoW?
When you designate a planned gift in your will or estate, it isn’t set in stone. You can make changes at any time as 

your planning evolves over your lifetime. Contact the office of Gift Planning staff or visit us at www.isugift.org to 

learn more about shaping the university’s future with a gift in your estate. 

Scholarship support means 
much more to Timothy 
Helms than the monetary 
award he receives. 

Q: 

T h e  a V e r a G e  a G e  

a T  W h I C h  d o n o r S  

a d d  a  C h a r I T a B l e 

BeQUeST To TheIr WIll.

d o n o r S  W h o  m a K e 

a  B e Q U e S T  T o  I S U 

W h o  I n C r e a S e  T h e 

G I f T  V a l U e  d U r I n G 

T h e I r  l I f e T I m e S .

52%

Future Gifts
• Bequest in Will/Trust

•  IRA/Retirement  

Plan Assets 

• Life Insurance

•  Other Beneficiary 

Designations

Combined With 

Please contact us to explore your many options for making a difference 
at Iowa State today and for years to come. 
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From left to right Lisa 
K. Nolan, Dr. Stephen 
G. Juelsgaard Dean of 
Veterinary Medicine; 
Cody Branstad; Patricia 
Cornwell; LeRoy 
Cornwell; Tasia Nielsen 
and Chris Rock. 
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Dr. Cornwell made outright gifts to the 

scholarship fund, enjoying the immediate 

effect of his philanthropy. However, he 

supplemented the fund with a planned 

gift in his will, creating a “snowball effect” 

– increasing the impact and enabling future 

generations of his family to carry on his legacy 

at Iowa State. For Cornwell, this means a 

front row seat to a planned gift in action.

“Sometimes I see recipients’ names 

in the paper or in other university 

publications for various accomplishments 

or accolades,” said Cornwell. “It’s 

refreshing to see and converse with these 

students with a positive work ethic – 

not just for their future but also in their 

current studies.” 

It’s refreshing to see and 

converse with these students 

with a positive work ethic – not 

just for their future but also in 

their current studies. 

– LeRoy Cornwell

donor FeaTure 

t least once each year, LeRoy 

Cornwell, a farmer from Ankeny, 

Iowa, visits Iowa State University to talk 

with scholarship recipients, not unlike a 

typical scholarship donor. Except he wasn’t 

the one who funded the scholarship. 

Cornwell took over his family’s farm 

in 1999. At that time, most of his 

interactions with Iowa State University 

either related to his two sons who were 

students, or to Cyclone basketball games. 

It was his uncle on his father’s side, 

Dr. Gerald William Cornwell, a 1941 

graduate of the Iowa State University 

College of Veterinary Medicine,  

who established the G.W. and Peg 

Cornwell Scholarship.

A

aking a lasting impact at Iowa State can 

actually be quite simple. And, there are a 

number of ways to make a meaningful gift without 

affecting your current financial situation. 

Many alumni and friends favor these long-term 

giving options because they want to have peace 

of mind knowing they are free to alter their plans 

at any time if their circumstances change. The 

following are a few simple ways to define your 

legacy at Iowa State that can be updated at any time 

throughout your lifetime:

remember us in your will or living trust. Including a 

gift to Iowa State in your will or living trust, known as 

a bequest, allows you to offer future support without 

giving up assets today. You can leave us a specific 

asset, a specific dollar amount or a percentage of the 

residue of your estate. 

W A Y S  T O  C R E AT E 
YOUR LEGACY AT ISU

 

name us as beneficiary of your retirement account. 
When you name any individual other than your 

spouse as beneficiary of your retirement account, 

it will be exposed to income taxes and possibly 

estate taxes, consuming more than half of your gift. 

However, if you name the Iowa State University 

Foundation as the beneficiary, your estate will receive 

an estate tax charitable deduction, and we can take a 

tax-free withdrawal of the account balance, making 

this a simple way to put the full amount of your gift to 

use to help Cyclones achieve their goals.

leave us all or a portion of your life insurance. Many 

people overlook life insurance as a giving option, but 

it’s a simple way to make a bigger difference than 

you may have thought possible. You can name us 

as beneficiary of a percentage of your existing life 

insurance policy’s death benefit.

M
a LegaCy In aCTIon

We are here to help if you have any questions about extending your impact at Iowa State. 
Please feel free to contact the office of Gift Planning staff today at 800.621.8515.

maKInG dreamS Come TrUe 
TodaY…and TomorroW 

most people don’t get to see the impact their 

planned gift will have, whether for students, faculty, 

a program or a facility. That’s what puts leroy 

Cornwell in a unique position – he can see what his 

uncle’s foresight has been able to accomplish. 

   “By adding a bequest gift to his giving, my uncle 

was able to keep the larger award amount for 

each student the same but increase the number of 

recipients per year, maximizing impact for years to 

come,” said Cornwell. 

Giving and receiving
Normally Cornwell gets to meet with  

past and current recipients at the College 

of Veterinary Medicine’s scholarship  

and awards reception each spring. One 

year, a scholarship student who studied 

large-animal medicine took a trip with  

a few of his peers to visit Cornwell’s farm. 

“It was nice to offer them some additional 

hands-on experience. The recipients  

tend to study small-animal medicine,  

so it was good to mix things up and 

interact with one of the scholarship 

recipients beyond the annual reception,” 

said Cornwell. 

When it comes down to it, it’s the 

deeper feeling of connection with his 

uncle’s legacy, the recipients, and Iowa 

State as a whole that keeps Cornwell 

coming back year after year. 

“If anything, it’s nice to know these 

students are very appreciative. They’re 

always telling me how these scholarships 

help relieve them of worry and enable 

them to devote more time to their 

studies,” said Cornwell. “But mostly, I 

find it enjoyable to talk face-to-face with 

someone at the beginning of their life – 

it ‘spurs me on’ even at 73. It’s truly a 

testimony to what life can be if you apply 

yourself to your education.” 

The annual trips to the College of 

Veterinary Medicine inspire Cornwell 

time and again. The students he meets 

represent the effects of his family’s 

legacy that will continue generation after 

generation – a true testament to how 

planned giving is not just about one 

person making a bequest, it can be about 

a family making their mark at Iowa State 

and seeing an investment, both financial 

and personal, increase over time. 
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