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lthough Mary Yuska was raised 
by a Cyclone, the first time 

she set foot on Iowa State University’s 
campus was during her college visit. 
“I immediately fell in love,” she said.  
“I thought to myself, ‘Yep, I could be 
very happy here.’”

So it was settled, and Yuska began her 

Cyclone journey in 1974. Four years 

and four football seasons later, Iowa 

State secured a permanent place in 

her heart. “I remember when we beat 

Nebraska at the old stadium when I 

was a freshman,” she said. “There’s 

nothing better than being outdoors  

and enjoying some Cyclone football.” 

As an undergraduate, Yuska joined 

Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority, and 

served as VEISHEA co-chair in 1977. 

She remembers meeting Bruce Jenner 

when he was grand marshal of the 

VEISHEA parade, just one year after 

he won gold in the 1976 Olympic 

decathlon in Montreal. 

Fast-forward 40 years, and Yuska 

continues to be an integral part of the 

Cyclone community. “Looking back, 

those four years you spend in college 

are the years when you create the 

most lasting friendships,” she said. 

“Thanks to Iowa State and Kappa 

Kappa Gamma, I have family all over 

the country – no matter where you go, 

there is a connection to Iowa State.” 

When considering how much of  

an influence Iowa State has had in her 

life, giving back became a priority. 

“I want to be able to give others the 

opportunities I’ve had and really 

welcome them into the Iowa State 

family,” she said. After talking with 

good friends Mark and Julie Blake, 

Yuska was compelled to provide 

scholarship support. “Iowa State is  

a great school with fantastic students, 

and we need to help them achieve  

their goals. Also,” she added, “with  

my father being a graduate, I wanted  

to continue our Cyclone family legacy.” 

The Yuska Endowed Scholarship 

in the College of Business was 

established with an initial gift. 

The scholarship supports women 

from Iowa or Minnesota going into 
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EXPANDING THE  
IOWA STATE FAMILY

Mary Yuska, class of 1978, established the 
Yuska Endowed Scholarship to support 

women in the College of Business.

othing we do to continue improving the quality of an Iowa State 
education will matter if students and families can’t afford the 

opportunities we offer. Every year, talented, dedicated students are unable 
to complete their education because of today’s cost of tuition. With the help 
of alumni and friends like you, we can ensure that our opportunities remain 
accessible for students whose means may be limited but whose ability  
and ambition are limitless.

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
You can establish two basic types of scholarships:

•  Annual scholarship. This award provides the student with funds that 

are completely disbursed or liquidated in a single academic year. The 

scholarship may also be renewed with ongoing commitments from you.

•  Endowed scholarship. An endowment is funded first, and then the 

income it earns is used to provide students with funds. The principal 

remains untouched so the endowment lasts forever.

Once you have decided to make a scholarship gift, you have many choices. 

You can choose the assets to donate, the guidelines used to select the 

recipients, the scholarship name and much more.

We would be happy to help you explore your options by identifying 

the scholarship program and method of giving that’s right for you. 

Please contact us at 800.621.8515 for an appointment.

Share the following language with your  
estate planning attorney to add to your  
will or living trust.

I give, devise and bequeath to the Iowa State University 

Foundation, a not-for-profit corporation existing under 

the laws of the State of Iowa and located at Ames, Iowa, 

______ (percent of my estate, dollars, property, securities, 

etc.) to be used for ______ (however you wish for your  

gift to be used) at Iowa State University.
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WHAT IT TAkES TO ATTRACT THE BEST  
AND BRIGHTEST TO IOWA STATE

Making an impact at Iowa State doesn’t 
have to happen in one large step. Like Mary Yuska, 
class of 1978, supplementing your current giving – 
or starting a new fund – through a gift of retirement 
funds can be a simple route to take. “Word of mouth 
has a lot of power – go talk to people you know!” 
said Yuska. “I was inspired to gift my retirement 
assets because of conversations I had with others. 
Everyone is in a different situation, but by talking 
with your peers you get a better idea of what your 
options are.” 

If you have an interest in philanthropy, we will 
assist you in leaving the legacy important to you. 
Contact our office of gift planning to open the 

conversation. Yuska is passionate about educating 
and encouraging female students at Iowa State, 
thereby strengthening the Cyclone community 
as a whole. If you are passionate about growing 
women’s philanthropy at Iowa State, inspiring 
women of all ages toward philanthropic ventures, 
and creating opportunities to develop and recognize 
women as philanthropic leaders and role models, 
consider looking into the Women & Philanthropy 
program at the Iowa State University Foundation. 

Your participation in philanthropy, whether 
focused on Women & Philanthropy or in another 
direction important to you, will change lives. Thank 
you for supporting Iowa State, today and tomorrow.  
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I O W A  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y  F O U N D A T I O N

THE MATH 
BEHIND AN 
ENDOWED GIFT 

Even if it’s been awhile since you 
opened a textbook, you should 
have no trouble understanding the 
calculation behind a never-ending 
gift to support Iowa State students.

HOW IT WORkS: AN EXAMPLE
Let’s say you would like to make 
sure we receive $1,000 every year 
after your lifetime, and we spend 
4 percent of its endowment each 
year. This means that we spend that 
amount and reinvest the difference 
to offset inflation. 

To calculate the amount needed to 
perpetuate your gift, divide the annual 
gift amount, $1,000, by the amount 
called for in the spending policy,  
4 percent, and you get $25,000. So, 
contributing just $25,000 can continue 
the $1,000 annual gift indefinitely!

Visit www.foundation.iastate.edu/wp to learn more about the Women & Philanthropy 

program at the Iowa State University Foundation.

MAkING A DIFFERENCE
TODAY AT IOWA STATE
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business careers. This is a specific 

area of interest for Yuska, as she  

has been active with the Women  

& Philanthropy program at the Iowa 

State University Foundation. 

“I was lucky to be born when  

I was,” she said. “My generation of 

women has been more successful in 

the business world than generations 

before, all thanks to those who  

broke barriers before us. And I’m  

sure the next generation of women  

will achieve much more than we  

have, so I want to support them  

in that endeavor.” 

Megan McKern, the 2013–14 

recipient of the Yuska Endowed 

Scholarship, said, “It isn’t easy having 

to work through college as a full-time 

student, and this support allows me to 

not have to work as many hours as my 

peers to pay for school.” Because of her 

decreased workload, McKern was able 

to join the Gerdin Citizenship Program 

and the Iowa State Marketing Club 

during her first year. 

Witnessing the impact of her 

scholarship support compelled Yuska 

to make an even bigger difference for 
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STEPS You  
Can TakE TodaY

Return the enclosed survey  
to request the complimentary 

 guide A Tax-Smart Way  
to Give Through Your IRA.

Visit www.isugift.org and click  
on the link for ISU alumni and 
friends to explore additional  
ways to support Iowa State 
students after your lifetime.

Contact us at 800.621.8515 or  
giftplanning@foundation.iastate.edu 

if you have any questions  
about including Iowa State  

in your estate plans.

 ©  2014 Iowa State University Foundation and The Stelter Company | The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor. Figures 
cited in examples are for hypothetical purposes only and are subject to change. References to estate and income taxes include federal taxes only. State income/estate taxes or state law may impact your results.

Contact us at 800.621.8515  
or giftplanning@foundation.iastate.edu to explore  

how you can easily create a scholarship  
to support future Iowa State students.

f you would like to support  
the students and programs  

at Iowa State after your lifetime 
through your estate, there 
are many gift options. But our 
supporters often worry that 
including a gift in their estate 
plans means there will be less 
assets left for their children.

We have good news: When you 

name the Iowa State University 

Foundation the beneficiary of all 

or a portion of your retirement 

plan assets and leave other  

less-taxed assets to your 

children, you can make a 

significant impact on Iowa State 

and leave more for your heirs. 

RELIEVING THE TAX  
BURDEN OF RETIREMENT  
PLAN ASSETS
As a nonprofit organization, 

we are tax-exempt and bypass 

any federal taxes. This means 

when you name the Iowa State 

University Foundation as a 

beneficiary of your retirement 

plan assets or include us in 

your other estate plans, we 

are eligible to receive the full 

amount of your charitable gift  

to support Iowa State. 

Inheritances such as real estate, 

cash and life insurance also 

pass to your children income 

tax–free. In contrast, if your 

children are the beneficiaries 

of your retirement plan assets, 

federal income taxes may erode 

up to 39.6 percent of the assets – 

significantly reducing the amount 

of your hard-earned dollars they 

will actually receive.

MAXIMIzE YOUR IMPACT
Give a Tax-Smart Gift That Leaves More for Your Heirs

I

The Secret to Maximizing  
Your Tax advantages  
Learn why your IRa makes an excellent charitable 

gift – and not such a great inheritance for your  

heirs – by requesting your complimentary copy  

of A Tax-Smart Way to Give Through Your IRA  

using the enclosed survey.

students. “I thought that gifting my 

individual retirement account after 

my lifetime was the easiest way for 

me to accomplish that without giving 

up assets today,” she said. Yuska 

contacted the Iowa State University 

Foundation to get the ball rolling. 

“They made it really easy and I didn’t 

have to do much. I was given the 

language to use to make it happen.  

So I gave it to my attorney, and there 

you have it!”

With the funds for the Yuska Endowed 

Scholarship in the College of Business 

secured by her gift of retirement funds, 

Yuska can support women in business  

for years to come, providing the building 

blocks to positively move forward in their 

lives. This gift perfectly blends with 

Yuska’s passion to support others, as 

demonstrated in her ongoing involvement 

with Women & Philanthropy. 

Rebecca Vonnahme, the 2012–13 

recipient, said, “Receiving scholarship 

support has made it less of a burden  

to attend Iowa State, which is truly  

a gift that keeps on giving. This is 

the last stop before the real world, 

and it makes me realize exactly how 

important my education is.” 

Iowa State is 

a great school 

with fantastic 

students, and 

we need to help  

them achieve  

their goals. 

– Mary Yuska

EXPANDING THE IOWA STATE FAMILY

Clyde Williams Field in 1977.

>>  
  EXAMPLE: TAX-SMART PLANNING

Jan, a widow with a $1.5 million estate, wants to leave Iowa 
State a gift valued at $750,000. She also wants to leave a gift 
to her only daughter, Sandra, who is in the 28 percent federal 
income tax bracket. Take a look at Jan's options.

SandRa IOWA STATE

IRa $375,000 $375,000

other assets (house, securities, cash) $375,000 $375,000

Federal income tax owed $105,000 $0

net amount to beneficiary after taxes $645,000 $750,000

OPTION 1: Jan divides each of her assets equally between Sandra 
and Iowa State.

SandRa IOWA STATE

IRa $0 $750,000

other assets (house, securities, cash) $750,000 $0

Federal income tax owed $0 $0

net amount to beneficiary after taxes $750,000 $750,000

 

OPTION 2: Jan names the Iowa State Foundation the beneficiary of 
her retirement plan assets and leaves Sandra all of her other assets. 

Option 2 maximizes Jan’s assets – leaving $105,000 more than 
option 1 to her daughter while supporting Iowa State students  
with a $750,000 gift after her lifetime.

Make the most impact with a gift of retirement plan assets. If you 
have any questions about this tax-smart gift option, contact us at 
800.621.8515 or giftplanning@foundation.iastate.edu today.


