
I O W A  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y  F OU N DAT I ON

DORM-ROOM EATS | 
PG. 18
How a dietetics major 
dines in.

W
IN

T
E

R
 2

0
17

 |  V
O

L
.6

 N
O

.1



/                 W I N T E R  2 0 1 7 W I N T E R  2 0 1 7                 / 32

T H E  B I G  P I C T U R E

W I N T E R  2 0 1 7                 /  3

 By Sherry Speikers
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The incomparable student experience   
is a source of pride for Iowa State 
and among its alumni. So how do 
we strategically shape the experience 
for students that prepares them far 
into the 21st century?

the Classroom
Beyond

 Micro managing
Chemistry major Ben Rayborn 
works with assistant professor 
of chemistry Robbyn Anand on 
a project involving microfluidics.
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I
N A BASEMENT LABORATORY  

in Hach Hall, amid a florescent 
microscope, biosafety cabinet and 
wavefunction generator, is a 

former would-be accountant on the 
verge of scientific discovery.

“This could be huge,” says junior 
Ben Rayborn, now a chemistry major 
at Iowa State University. “It has the 
potential to significantly improve 
patients’ quality of life.”

Rayborn, alongside Robbyn Anand, 
assistant professor of chemistry, is 
working to develop a new form of 
kidney dialysis that could transform 
this critical treatment for kidney disease. 
The project required him to learn 
microfluidics, the science and  
technology of manipulating and  
controlling fluids, which is an 
uncommon specialty for chemists. 

“I would never have explored  
microfluidics, if not for the research. It 
helped me discover my passion and a 
future career,” he says.

Rayborn is the recipient of the Alice 
and Donald Hudson Research Scholarship 
in Chemistry. This past fall, he presented 
his work at the American Chemical 
Society’s Midwest Regional Meeting, and 
his skills in microfluidics make him a 
prime candidate for a prized internship. 

“The scholarship has made a huge 
difference,” he says. “I’m not stressed 
about debt, and it kept me in the 
labs instead of my previous job at 
a furniture shop.” 

Most exciting, he says, is unrestricted 
lab time. He “had the luxury” of 
grappling with a problem for weeks 
before solving it. 

“It was frustrating but rewarding,” 
Rayborn says. “I can see the connection 
between what I do and making 
someone’s life better. That motivates 
me to keep going.”

The distinguishing difference
While inspiring, Rayborn’s experience 
isn’t unusual – at least not at Iowa 
State. In fact, this type of hands-on 
learning and engagement beyond 
the classroom distinguishes the ISU 
Experience and sets graduates apart. 
It’s why demand for an Iowa State 
education has reached unprecedented 
levels. And it’s key to how the 
university is preparing students to 
thrive in the 21st century.

“We’ve been giving a lot of thought 
to the future,” said Iowa State University 
President Steven Leath, as he introduced 
the new strategic plan during his State 
of the University address last September. 
“It’s important to note that … we remain 
committed to creating, sharing and 
applying knowledge to make Iowa and 
the world a better place.” And, he 
stressed, “We must continue to put 
students first.” 

Of the four overarching goals 
comprising the university’s strategic 
plan, Goal One is to ensure access to 
the ISU Experience, including an 
exceptional education. Momentum 
toward this goal is well underway.

The Moving Students Forward 
initiative, launched in 2012 by Leath, 
exceeded its goal a year ahead of time, 
raising $204 million for student support. 
Forever True, For Iowa State, the 
university’s $1.1 billion fundraising 
effort launched in September 2016, 
will only accelerate this progress. 

Inspiring? Absolutely. But it’s only 
part of the equation. 

“Today’s students are motivated by 
the prospect of making the world a 
better place,” says Jonathan Wickert, 
senior vice president and provost. 
“They come to Iowa State for this 
incredible menu of opportunities that 
will enable them to do that.” 

T H E  B I G  P I C T U R E
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(continued on p. 6)

A plan with span   
Iowa State’s Strategic 
Plan 2017-2022 sets 
forth four goals: ensure 
students receive an 
exceptional education; 
conduct high-impact 
research; improve the 
quality of life for all 
Iowans; and enhance 
the university climate 
for the Iowa State 
community and visitors. 

Learn more at  
strategicplan.iastate.edu
 

This is our moment-um
In the four years since Iowa State 
University President Steven Leath 
announced the Moving Students Forward 
campaign to raise $150 million for 
student support, more than $200 million 
has been raised benefitting more than 
23,000 students. Along with institutional 
scholarships, Moving Students Forward 
has been a factor in helping to reduce 
student debt by 8.5 percent. Indeed, the 
momentum is with Iowa State, in this 
and so many other ways. 
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Now in the planning stages, Iowa 
State’s new Student Innovation 
Center will take learning by doing 
to a whole new level.
 Featuring advanced technology 
and maker spaces, the $84 million, 
140,000 square-foot, state-of-the-
art facility will bring together 
students from across campus to 
make and create the next great 
innovations. The Iowa Legislature 
has appropriated $40 million 
for the project, reflecting its 
educational value to the economy 
and future workforce, with a $20 

million gift from an anonymous 
alumni couple providing a key 
leadership commitment.
 As a member of Iowa State’s 
award-winning PrISUm solar car 
team, supply chain management 
major Ewan Shortess sees the 
center as the hub for student 
talent. “The Student Innovation 
Center will be a think tank and a 
collaborative space that will 
showcase – and get even more 
students involved in – the really 
cool things that are going on here 
at Iowa State,” he says. 

CA M PA I G N  P R I O R I T YAiming to enhance these opportunities 
and elevate students’ education at Iowa 
State, the strategic plan places major 
emphasis on providing students with 
“high-impact educational activities” 
such as study abroad, faculty-student 
research projects and internships. 

“Many students already have these 
experiences. The inclusion of high-
impact educational activities in the 
strategic plan highlights Iowa State’s 
educational brand in a more visible 
way,” Wickert says. “It puts them front 
and center as a differentiator of the 
ISU Experience.” 

“Employers tell us they recruit at 
Iowa State because our students are 
competent in their disciplines and 
know how to lead, collaborate and 
communicate. They hit the ground 
running and advance rapidly within 
their organizations,” Wickert says. 
“These success factors tie back to 
high-impact experiences.” 

An example is the OPN Interdisci-
plinary Option Studio in the College of 
Design, where a team of students in 
architecture, industrial design and 
interior design developed and fabricated 
a temporary pavilion for the 80/35 
Music Festival in Des Moines, Iowa. 
The finished structure, a shelter and 
sensory experience for festival goers, 
was recognized by ArchDaily as a Best 
Student Design-Build Project Worldwide 
for 2016. But the creative process 
wasn’t without challenges. 

Rahul Attraya, a senior from Guwahati, 
India, majoring in architecture, says it 
was trying but interesting to work 
with students who approached things 
from varying perspectives. 

As the team evolved its digital design 
into physical form, students learned to 
communicate, solve problems, deal 
with complexity and satisfy end-users. 

Skills like these, beyond the technical, 
highlight the value of this and other high- 
impact learning activities campuswide. 

“When you hear something in class, 
you think, ‘That’s interesting, but how 
do I actually do it?’” Attraya says. 
“Now I know.”

Digging deeper
In our dynamic, global society, the 
skills gained through high-impact 
learning activities are increasingly 
important, even as university budgets 
are strained. That’s why private 
support for these activities – from 
donors like OPN Architects and Stan 
and Dotty Thurston, who helped 
fund the pavilion project – is critical. 
And at Iowa State, there are ample 
opportunities for alumni and friends 
to get involved.

For example, “We know that cost is 
a barrier for many students when it 
comes to things like study abroad or 
unpaid internships. Scholarships to 
underwrite these experiences really 
make a difference,” Wickert says. 

As it did for 2016 graduate Adalina 
Morales, who received the Ecklund 
Family Study Abroad Scholarship. As a 
junior in business management pursuing 
a minor in Spanish, Morales studied in 
Cáceres, Spain. She immersed herself 
in her discipline and the Spanish 
culture to gain a deeper understanding 
of the global marketplace.

“So much business happens 
internationally. It’s important to 
understand the cultures that surround 
and influence people’s decisions,” 
Morales says.

“Students need these opportunities 
to contextualize what they’ve learned,” 
says Martino Harmon, senior vice 
president of student affairs. “It’s not just 
the book knowledge that’s important 

T H E  B I G  P I C T U R E
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(continued on p. 8)

Co-piloting success  
What’s a Co-Curricular 
Transcript? It’s a record 
of students’ involvement, 
experiences and
achievements at Iowa 
State that complements 
their academic 
transcript – such 
as Adalina Morales 
studying abroad in 
Spain. The CCT gives 
students a competitive 
edge when applying 
for jobs, internships, 
graduate school and 
scholarships. 
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but the greater meaning gained 
through real experience.” 

Whitney Pokorny, a junior majoring 
in horticulture, says her internship at 
Nature Road Farm last summer, secured 
through Iowa State’s Agricultural 
Entrepreneurship Initiative, helped her 
develop “a more focused vision for the 
future.” The experience solidified her 
dream of future farm ownership. 

“Students who engage in these 
activities are highly successful because 
they’re committed. They’re typically 
retained, have higher grade point 
averages, and graduate in a timely 
manner,” Wickert says. 

And, Harmon adds, “They become 
better citizens of Iowa and the world 
because they’ve had a broader set 
of experiences.”

Evolving a culture of doing
Admittedly, Iowa State isn’t alone in 
recognizing the value of high-impact 
educational experiences; universities 
nationwide are touting their worth. 
What’s different about the Cyclone 
community is that the expectation for 
hands-on learning runs deep.

“Engagement is ingrained in the 
culture. Students expect it from day 
one.” Harmon says. “We must ensure 
these activities are accessible – not just 
affordable but available.”

A concern is that Iowa State’s growing 
enrollment could someday put this at 
risk – unless a plan and the appropriate 
resources are in place.

“A big part of the ISU Experience is 
being able to deliver on high-impact 
educational activities. If we become 
too big to reach all our students, then 
we’ve lost,” Harmon says. “It’s critical 
that we protect these things that 
distinguish Iowa State.”

Forever True, For Iowa State puts 

this priority at the forefront. The 
university’s strategic plan adds another 
dimension: It stipulates that all 
undergraduates have at least two of 
these experiences.

“I don’t think this is too high of a 
hurdle at Iowa State,” Harmon says. “The 
strong partnership between student 
and academic affairs makes it achievable.” 

To this end, Iowa State launched a 
co-curricular transcript last semester 
(see p. 6 middle column). It’s the first 
step toward understanding which 
students are falling through the gaps 
and crafting a plan to reach them.

What else will it take to elevate an 
Iowa State education through high-
impact experiential activities? 

“Tuition and state appropriations 
facilitate the curriculum. But there are 
all of these other opportunities that 
create the margin of excellence that 
make Iowa State a special place. Gifts 
to the university through the campaign 
can ensure and strengthen that margin, 
and broaden access for students,” 
Wickert says. 

For example, opportunities such as 
those furnished by the Ecklund 
Family Study Abroad Scholarship will 
ensure more business students like 
Morales gain first-hand knowledge of 
international business practices and 
the global market.  

Whether to enhance these or other 
high-impact learning activities, gifts to 
Forever True put students first – by 
advancing the extraordinary legacy of 
a unique Iowa State education.

“These experiences promote student 
success,” says Wickert. “That’s why I 
always ask students, ‘What are you 
doing outside the classroom?’” 

What you  
can do
Philanthropy can 
help ensure all 
students have 
access to the high- 
impact educational 
activities that are 
differentiators of 
the ISU Experience 
through:

 Support for 
on-campus high-
impact opportunities 
such as course-based 
learning communities, 
faculty-student 
research projects, 
capstone projects, 
and honors program

 Support for  
experiences beyond 
campus such as 
study abroad, 
internships, service 
learning, community- 
based learning 
projects and coops.

 Program support 
to make opportunities 
such as case and 
product competitions 
available to more 
students.

 Leading-edge 
environments for 
students to collaborate 
and create beyond 
academic discipline.

C O N T A C T  U S

515.294.4607 
toll-free 
866.419.6768
questions@foundation.
iastate.edu

T H E  B I G  P I C T U R E
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 Let there be light
The John O. and Nancy P. Hayes Auditorium is 
just one of the transformed spaces in the newly 
renovated Marston Hall, home to the College of 
Engineering. The $27.1 million renovation was 
possible in part through private support.
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UN-MUDDYING THE WATERS JAMES ALLEMAN DESCRIBES HIS 
research as “sticky and messy and dirty.”  

He says this with understandable 
pride. Alleman and his colleague Say 
Kee Ong are co-holders of the Joel 
and Judith Cerwick Professorship in 
Environmental Engineering. While 
their respective projects can involve 
sludge, wastewater, soil, bacteria and 
an array of pollutants, these two civil, 
construction and environmental  
engineering professors are enthusiastically 
pursuing the kinds of sustainable 
solutions to environmental challenges 
that could affect the quality of the 
water in our rivers, lakes and streams. 

Cerwick funds make their work 
possible, providing support for  
needed lab equipment, and for the 
undergraduate and graduate students 
who assist with key research projects.

For example, high nitrates and  
phosphorus have an environmental 
impact on the quality of surface and 
groundwater, which makes finding 
effective ways to remove these pollutants 
necessary. In his quest to develop cost- 
efficient, sustainable technologies, 
Ong uses membrane bioreactors and 
biofilters to maximize removal of nitrate, 
phosphorus and micro-pollutants.

Bacteria can biologically degrade 
micro-pollutants and convert nitrate 
to harmless nitrogen gas. Bacteria can 
also accumulate phosphorus. Under 
aerobic conditions, certain bacteria 
accumulate phosphorus and under 
anaerobic conditions, these bacteria 
release phosphorus.

“If you repeatedly alternate the  
conditions, the bacteria gradually 
accumulate, increasing amounts of 
phosphorus, and it is removed from 
wastewater,” Ong says. “We are 
optimizing the conditions to make 
them work harder for us,” research that 

has applications for municipal and 
industrial wastewater treatment plants 
and for wastewater recycling. 

For Alleman, the big question is: 
How can waste material and natural 
resources be used to produce value-
added products?

On his desk are two ordinary looking 
bricks his team made with 30 percent 
sludge, a byproduct of sewage treatment 
plants that is often burned or tilled into 
soil. Sludge bricks like these have 
been used to construct a campground 
building in Washington, D.C., and a KFC 
restaurant in South Africa, Alleman notes. 
They also inspired the latest direction for 
his work. 

Bacteria present in soil can produce 
a crystal that causes soil to solidify. Much 
of the research in this area uses live 
bacteria, which causes some people 
concern. Alleman and his research 
team are taking a different approach 
by removing the crystal-producing 
enzymes from the bacteria, injecting 
them into soil samples and feeding 
them urea, which is produced by 
plants and animals. The nutrient-rich 
enzymes essentially lock up the soil, 
making it brick-solid.

Alleman believes this process could 
be an alternative to concrete and provide 
more stable foundations for homes in 
earthquake prone areas. It could also 
be used to create holding walls around 
potentially hazardous materials.

“Environmental engineering has 
evolved well beyond the design of 
wastewater treatment plants,” Alleman 
says. “We’re more interdisciplinary, and 
more interested in achieving these 
desired environmental outcomes. It’s 
exciting – and the Cerwick funds are 
helping make it possible.”

Two faculty researchers in environmental engineering are addressing 
urgent issues in the quality of our water, with support from the 
Cerwick Professorship.

 Environmental 
action
When Joel Cerwick 
studied at Iowa State  
in the late 1960s, his 
mentors in the department 
of civil, construction and 
environmental engineering 
were internationally 
recognized experts 
Jack Cleasby and Bob 
Baumann. Cerwick and 
his wife, Judy, established 
the Joel and Judith 
Cerwick Professorship in 
Environmental Engineering 
to acknowledge the role 
these faculty members 
played in Joel’s life, and to 
strengthen the promi-
nence and international 
reach of environmental 
engineering at Iowa 
State, an area with a rich 
history and an aim for 
excellence in the future.

By Steve Sullivan | Photo: Paul Gates

 Down by the river
Cerwick Professors 
Say Kee Ong and Jim 
Alleman on the Skunk 
River in Ames. 
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ON THE FRONT LINE OF PROTECTING  

the nation’s food animal agriculture 
industry are the people in Iowa State 
University’s Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory. Thanks to a vast network 
of experts and research, cutting-edge 
technology, and powerful partnerships 
and programs, Iowa State is guiding 
key national strategies and training 
food-animal experts around the world. 

One of these people is Adam Krull. 
A 2008 Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 
graduate, he returned to Iowa State in 
2010 to pursue a doctorate in veterinary 
microbiology, studying the causes of 
digital dermatitis, or hairy heel wart, 
which can lead to decreased milk 
production and decreased reproductive 
efficiency in dairy cattle. As part of his 
program, he received the Graduate 
Fellowship in Bovine Infectious 
Diseases through Boehringer 
Ingelheim Vetmedica, Inc., a global 
leader in the animal health industry 
located in the ISU Research Park. The 
company’s long-term relationship with 
Iowa State has helped make Ames the 
epicenter for animal health research in 
the country.

Krull has a special appreciation for 
the commitment, collaboration and 
continuity Iowa State and BIVI bring 
to tackling digital dermatitis and many 
other animal diseases. “A lot of people 
might approach the problem by simply 
taking samples and instantly trying to 
create a vaccine,” he says. Instead, 
Iowa State and BIVI are studying the 
organisms causing diseases like this 
over a period of years, and working 
together to treat and prevent them. 

In fact, Krull, now a clinical  
microbiologist at the VDL, has continued 
his research in digital dermatitis – and 
made promising breakthroughs in 

treating the disease. 
  Attracting and training knowledgeable, 
passionate researchers in veterinary 
diagnostic and production animal 
medicine like Krull is at the center of 
the Iowa State-BIVI partnership. BIVI 
has funded graduate fellowships, a 
professorship, summer programs for 
food-supply veterinary students, 
research projects, and other efforts and 
programs in the College of Veterinary 
Medicine. Among its recent support is 
a graduate research fellowship in the 
study of Porcine Reproductive and 
Respiratory Syndrome Virus, which 
has produced losses well over $600 
million annually in the U.S. swine 
industry alone. 

Michael Roof, executive director of 
biologics research and development 
and head of the research center at 
Ames’ BIVI facility, and an affiliate 
professor at Iowa State, said providing 
support for people is critical. “People 
are the link between what technology 
provides and what industry needs. 
They’re the bridge that brings forward 
practical tools and adds value. Iowa 
State has been a great partner for us to 
develop those tools so we can then get 
them into the customers’ hands.” 

Pat Halbur, chair of veterinary  
diagnostic and production animal 
medicine and executive director of the 
VDL, echoes Roof’s statement. “BIVI 
helps keep us on the cutting edge by 
investing in our training programs 
through funding graduate students 
and post-doctoral students. That 
allows us to be creative and innovative 
in pursing interesting things or gaps in 
knowledge. Between the VDL and 
BIVI, there are likely few diagnostic 
challenges too big for us to work 
together and solve.”

PARTNERING TO DEEPEN 
THE TALENT POOL 
People like Adam Krull are the link between important discoveries 
in animal health at Iowa State and the companies bringing them 
to the market. 

 By Veronica Lorson Fowler | Photo: John C. Thomas

 Symbiotic and 
synergetic
When Boehringer 
Ingelheim Vetmedica 
opened a new, state- 
of-the art research center 
in the ISU Research  
Park last year, it only 
strengthened the 
dynamic partnership 
between the company 
and the College of 
Veterinary Medicine, 
helping to attract ever 
greater numbers of 
graduate students to 
food-supply veterinary 
medicine and research.
   “Because of this type  
of support, we are very 
proud to say that more 
than 60 percent of Iowa 
State students now 
choose to specialize in 
food animal or mixed 
animal medicine while 
here,” says Pat Halbur. 
“BIVI is making a 
substantial difference in 
assuring an adequate 
supply of food animal 
veterinarians for the U.S.” 

G I F T S  A T  W O R K  /  W I T H  I M PA C T

 Science with partnership   
Adam Krull and Mike Roof in  
a lab at Boehringer Ingelheim 
Vetmedica’s research center  
in the ISU Research Park.
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In 2004, Steve Foutch used his 1988 Iowa State 
architecture degree to start a development and 
construction company in Kansas City with his brother, 
specializing in historic renovation. Since then, they’ve 
repurposed nearly $300 million in historic buildings 
and received numerous preservation and business 
awards. Based on Steve’s own passions as a student at 
Iowa State, he and his wife, Mary Jane, created the 
Foutch Family Scholarship for student-athletes in track 
and field who are pursuing degrees in architecture, 
other design areas, or engineering. The couple received 
the 2016 Emerging Philanthropist award from the Iowa 
State University Foundation. 

What do you find most rewarding about giving to 
Iowa State?
Steve: When I was in the architecture program, there were 
so many demands on my time between studio work, being 
on the track and field team and holding down jobs – I felt 
like I couldn’t focus 100 percent on anything. It will be very 
satisfying if we can help students dedicate more time to their 
activities at Iowa State.

Mary Jane: Giving to Iowa State is rewarding simply 
because it is Steve’s school! He had such a tremendous 
experience, and it impacted his entire life and, in turn, 
mine. Actually seeing our money being used to help others 
achieve their education is so exciting and fulfilling.

How did you develop your philanthropic interests 
and philosophy?
Steve: When we were raising our two kids, our number one 
goal was to make sure they had a better life than we did. 
Now that they’re grown, we want to extend to others the 
same opportunities they’ve had, and give back to the people 
and institutions that got us where we are today.
Mary Jane: My mother taught me about giving, and though 
she generally had precious little to give, she was always willing 
to give more. My hope is that I have passed that philosophy 
on to our children so they continue on the same path.

What advice or encouragement would you give 
others who want to get involved in philanthropy?
Steve: There are so many ways you can get involved in 
giving back to Iowa State, whether by mentoring students, 
speaking to classes or giving financially. If you start small, 
the experience and gratification as you witness your impact 
will begin to snowball, and then you see the bigger picture of 
the difference you can make.
Mary Jane: Don’t wait until you can’t enjoy participating 
in what you have given – you’ll miss all the fun! We also 
have a planned gift that will come to fruition after we are 
gone, but Steve and I love seeing how this scholarship is 
being used each and every day, and how it will continue to 
be used for many years to come.

Steve and Mary Jane Foutch and family

Pursuing a philanthropic path  

16
PROJECTS

1,000+
DONORS

$190,000+
RAISED

through  
FundISU  
crowdfunding

FundISU.com

Transforming Liberal Arts 
and Sciences
A gift of approximately $93 million from an 
anonymous alumni couple is expected to be 
one of the largest in Iowa State’s history. The gift, 
an equity stake representing majority ownership 
of Massachusetts-based Curriculum Associates, 
LLC, will be realized once the company is sold. 
Benefiting are programs in the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, especially the Greenlee 
School of Journalism and Communication, the 
arts and humanities – including the theatre 
program – and programs focused on data  
science and computing.
“A gift of this magnitude will transform the 
college – and the university – for generations to 
come. Every student at Iowa State at one time or 
another, even if their major is in another college, 
takes classes in the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences,” said Iowa State University President 
Steven Leath. “This gift will impact hundreds 
of thousands of future Iowa State students.”

N O T A B L E  Q U O T E S

“In the pursuit of scientific 
research and the fundamental 
questions that we try to answer 
with our research every day, 
there’s a human component 
that often goes unmentioned. 
Perhaps it’s a bit of a cliché, 
but I truly like to think that it 
takes a village to be able to 
answer these questions.” 

— Mayly Sanchez, associate 
professor of physics and 
astronomy and inaugural 
holder of the Cassling Family 
Professorship, created to 
recognize early-to-mid career 
faculty members whose research 
is internationally visible, and 
which helps define the future 
of scientific discovery. 

“Joyce and I see the three 
most important factors in life 
to be education, education, 
education. The more you 
learn, the more you realize 
how little you know. … Our 
gift of the IMSE chair is our 
thank you to Iowa State.” 

— C. G. “Turk” Therkildsen, class 
of 1959, who along with his 
wife, Joyce, also class of 1959, 
established the C. G. “Turk” 
and Joyce A. Therkildsen 
Department Chair in Industrial 
and Manufacturing Systems 
Engineering. The inaugural 
holder is Gül Kremer. 
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GREAT START FOR FUTURE  
FARMERS   
“With the world population expected to 
increase by 2 billion by 2050, food 
production will need to rise by 70 
percent to feed everyone,” says  
Michael Retallick, professor and  
department chair of agricultural  
education and studies. That’s why 
support like the Eliminating Barriers  
to Entry for Future Farmers Scholarship, 
established by an anonymous donor in 
2014, plays a vital role by encouraging 
students interested in production 
agriculture. “Students graduating with  
a lot of debt can have a hard time getting 
loans for their farming businesses,  
and some even take a second job to 
make ends meet,” Retallick says.

For Eric 
Coddington, a 
senior who grew 
up on a farm in 
Wisconsin, the 
scholarship has 
meant being able 
to afford out-of-

state tuition, take extra courses in ag 
business and technology, and compete 
on the ISU crops judging team. “After 
graduation, I plan to go back home and 
farm with my dad,” Coddington says. 
“But after a couple of summer internships 
at a local vegetable farm, I’m also excited 
to apply my agronomy knowledge to 
specialty crops like carrots, potatoes and 
onions. It’s exciting work because it offers 
a whole different puzzle from row crops.”

Another recipient, junior Cassie 
Krebill, has traveled to France and Italy 

and taken courses 
in entrepreneurship 
that inspire her to 
add a creamery 
when she returns to 
her family’s Century 
Farm in southeast 
Iowa. “I appreciate 

the financial support,” she says. “But  
I’m even more excited that someone 
sees the potential in me and recognizes 
that I am pushing for my dreams.”

Cassie Krebill

Eric Coddington

November 11, 2015

SYCAMORE FALLS

A gift by longtime Iowa State University supporters Roy and Bobbi 

Reiman is kickstarting an exciting project planned for Reiman Gardens. 

The Reimans committed $1.7 million toward the Sycamore Falls 

project. Sycamore Falls will feature several waterfalls cascading over 

native limestone walls, flanked by sculptural terraces with generous 

swaths of colorful ornamental plants, and ending in a large reflecting 

pool. The plan incorporates seven iconic sycamore trees that have 

been on the property for about 80 years. The ambitious project will 

be completed over a number of years and funded by Reiman Gardens 

revenue, grants and fundraising.

The Reimans’ gift is the first to help fund Reiman Gardens’ new 

20-year master plan – and serves as a jumpstart that they hope will 

encourage other donors to support the gardens. Roy graduated from 

Iowa State in 1957 with a degree in agricultural journalism. Bobbi 

received an honorary alumna award from Iowa State in 2006. 

“Roy and Bobbi Reiman’s vision of creating a premier garden for 

Iowa State University and its faculty and students is the basis for the 

2015 master plan, and we thank them for their generous contribution 

to help begin the work at the gardens,” says Ed Lyon, director of 

Reiman Gardens. “The scope of the master plan takes a relatively 

young public garden to the next level, creating a grand entrance to 

Iowa State University.” 

Reiman Gardens grows

PARKS LIBRARY BY THE NUMBERS

27 
MILES OF 
PHYSICAL 

BOOKS 300+ 
PUBLIC 
COMPUTERS

2,500+ SEATS

The U.S. News and World Report 
2017 rankings placed Iowa State’s 
agricultural and biosystems 
engineering undergraduate 
program at #1 and graduate 
program at #2 in the nation. The 
culmination of a decade-long 
strategy to make the university 
and the state global leaders in 
the bioeconomy, the achievement 
was made possible through a 
partnership between Iowa State, 
the state of Iowa and visionary 
donors. The department’s home 
in the Biorenewables Complex, 
completed in 2014 with support 
from the Eugene and Mary 
Sukup family, Virgil Elings and 
others, provided a state-of-the-
art setting for success. Such gifts 
exemplify the power of strategic 
philanthropy to make good happen 
not just on campus, but around 
the world – as Iowa State pioneers 
new ways to provide food, safe 
water and renewable energy for 
a growing global population.

I M PA C T

Preserved to conserve 
Beginning in summer 2017, the new Rod and 
Connie French Conservation Education Camp 
will be equipped to accommodate up to 60 Iowa 
State students and instructors for as many as 
three concurrent field courses in forestry, fisheries 
and wildlife. Nestled in the remote and rugged 
Bitterroot Mountains west of Missoula, Montana, 
the camp was established through a $4.1 million 
gift of a ranch owned by the late Rod French 
and his wife, Connie, of Des Moines, longtime 
supporters of and donors to Iowa State. 
 “I am honored that the ranch, which is so 
dear to our hearts and holds so many wonderful 
family memories, will now be used as a student 
learning facility,” said Connie French. “I look 
forward to the day when students are able to 
create their own memories at the camp, while 
also making important discoveries in conserving 
the environment.”
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The Iowa State University Foundation can help you 
give a gift that moves lives forward.

SECRETS 
OF A DORM-
ROOM CHEF
Move over, Rachel Ray, Bobby 
Flay and, yes, Julia Child. A new 
top chef’s on the floor.

F O R E V E R  T R U E

LATE-NIGHT STUDY-SESSION munchies are part and 
parcel of the Iowa State student experience. And when 
you live in a residence hall, as Abigail Rubsam does, 
one needs to be extra creative and resourceful. Forward 
asked Rubsam, a junior in dietetics from Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, and a recipient of the Ruth C. Guy Food Science 
and Human Nutrition Scholarship, to share what she 
whips up deskside when eating al dormatorio. 

What do you consider your “staples” when it comes 
to dorm food?
ABIGAIL: Oh, peanut butter for sure. That’s my number 
one. The other day at around 12:45 I realized I hadn’t had 
peanut butter yet – which is not normal for me. Otherwise 
I always keep yogurt, hummus and carrots on hand. 

What is your go-to late night study snack? 
ABIGAIL: I usually reach for apples and peanut butter. 
But sometimes I reach for a bag of chocolate chips. 
It’s all about balance in what I eat and what’s on my 
desk. Literally – the bag of chocolate chips is right next 
to my apples. 
 
 
 

Has your dietetics program changed any of your 
eating habits? 
ABIGAIL: We’ve been learning a lot about intuitive 
eating. I believe our bodies tell us what they need, and  
we need to learn to listen – eat when hungry, stop when 
satisfied, and enjoy it! Adopting this mindset has helped  
me relax and fully enjoy food!

Do you ever “dress up” your routine dorm food?
ABIGAIL: One of my favorite things to do with my yogurt 
is to make overnight oats. I just mix the yogurt and oats 
together, add some cinnamon and sometimes peanut 
butter, and leave it in the fridge overnight. In the morning 
it’s ready to eat. I also want to try making baked apples 
in my microwave – I’m pretty sure I could do it. My 
family always picked our own apples and we made the 
dish together. Making it here would be yet another way 
to make campus feel like home. 

It’s challenge time: You have five ingredients – rice 
cakes, peanut butter, cheddar cheese, salsa and 
Redi-Whip. What would you make?
ABIGAIL: Here’s what I’m thinking: rice cake sliders. 
One kind would have melted cheddar cheese and salsa, 
and the other would have Redi-Whip and a melted 
peanut butter drizzle. It’s like a whole meal! 

Illustration: Evanny Henningsen

John DeVries

By giving back, I am able to make Iowa State even 
better and expand opportunities for others, whether 
faculty or students. I think it’s important for people 
to realize the ongoing value of endowments. 
Endowed positions help the college hire and keep 
outstanding faculty, and endowed scholarships 
touch countless students over time. 

JOHN D. DEVRIES, class of 1959. DeVries had established an 
estate gift that would one day increase the value of the chair he 
established in 2000, the John D. DeVries Endowed Chair in 
Business. But when another university wanted to hire the professor 
who currently holds the chair, DeVries chose instead to make 
the gift now. The additional support enabled the award-winning 
professor, Joey George, to remain at Iowa State. In addition to 
the endowed chair, DeVries also created the John D. DeVries 
Presidential Scholarship, which has been awarded to nearly 60 
students since 1999. He also supports Cyclone Athletics and 
other areas across campus. 

_

The Iowa State University Foundation does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, religion, national origin, actual or perceived sexual orientation, gender identity, sex, marital status,
disability, or status as a U.S. veteran. Any persons having inquiries concerning this may contact human resources, Iowa State Foundation, 515.294.4607.
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What does it mean to be 
Forever True?
It means keeping the Iowa State 
experience accessible for students 
and supporting world-class faculty 
and programs.  
Because the world needs more 
Cyclone spirit. 
Learn more at ForeverTrueISU.com


