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By Sherry Speikers

T H E  B I G  P I C T U R E

 Bloom where you’re planted
Max Peterson (pictured in Workiva’s 
atrium) has gone from Iowa State 
software engineering major to 
Workiva intern to 2014 graduate 
to software developer at Workiva, 
where he enjoys the Silicon Valley 
vibe – all while staying in Ames.

  Supporting Iowa’s economy has     
 always been central to Iowa State’s   
  mission. Today, the university is   
    building the physical, organizational   
  and cultural infrastructure to 
 ensure Iowa State works for the state   
  and region well into the next century.
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A FTER GRADUATING FROM  

 Iowa State University last  
 May, Max Peterson, an   
 Ames native, got the job 

of his dreams – right in his own backyard. 
Employed as a software developer for 

Workiva, a rapidly growing technology 
firm located in the Iowa State University 
Research Park, Peterson says he was 
attracted to the company’s start-up 
culture and unique environment.

“Workiva brought Silicon Valley to 
Iowa,” says Peterson. “I didn’t have to 
relocate to have this experience.”

Peterson, who had interned for 
Workiva since his freshman year, says 
the synergy of real-world experience 
and classroom learning enhanced his 
Iowa State education. He also suspects 
his work as an intern made him an 
attractive candidate for employment. 

“Our business is a talent business,” 
says Matt Rizai, CEO of Workiva. 

“Being close to Iowa State allows us to 
evaluate the new graduates. Through 
our internship program we get to 
understand the students’ talents and 
how productive they can be. We hire 
quite a few of them.”

Starting with a handful of employees 
in 2009, Workiva employs 50-60 Iowa 
State interns at any given time and 
houses about 400 employees in its 
newly-built headquarters, which includes 
a basketball court, game room, work-
out facility and café – even a vegetable 
garden. The company plans to add 700 
more employees over the next five years.  

“The long-term economic benefits for 
the community and the state are huge,” 
says Rizai. “These are highly-paid 
individuals who will come here, buy 
homes and spend their money in 
the community.” 

With its Silicon Valley vibe, rapid 
growth, and relationship with Iowa 

State, Workiva represents the future of 
the research park and is an example of 
how innovation, entrepreneurship and 
collaboration are advancing Iowa State 
as a critical partner in shaping and 
growing the state’s economy. 

 
Land-grant grounded

“Economic development is a top priority 
of state government and for Iowa State. 
We already contribute greatly, and we are 
gearing up to do even more,” says Mike 
Crum, vice president for economic 
development and business engagement.

Crum, who has held many leadership 
positions at Iowa State since joining 
the business faculty in 1980, was tapped 
last summer to spearhead President 
Steven Leath’s priority of expanding 
the university’s contributions to 
economic development in the state. 

“Economic development is a natural 
outcome of what we do as a land-grant 
university: research, teaching and 
outreach,” Crum says. “If you think 
about what drives the economy, it’s 
new ideas – the discovery of new 
knowledge that leads to new products 
and new ways of doing things.” 

Iowa State has a long history of 
applied research and discovery. The 
Office of Extension and Outreach, 
for example, has been dedicated to 
economic development since the 
early 1900s, when faculty responded 
to Sioux County farmers looking to 
increase corn productivity. 

What’s different today is the nature 
of these needs.

“We’ve solved all the easy problems,” 
says Cathann Kress, vice president 
for extension and outreach. “The 
ones left are complex problems that 
require a multidisciplinary approach. 
We need to bring a whole bunch of 
people together.”

T H E  B I G  P I C T U R E

We’ve begun to 
conceptualize 
research and 

economic 
development as 
part of the same 

innovation 
system, which 
offers a natural 
bridge between 

research and 
commercial 

opportunities. 
In all my 

experience 
with scientific 

inquiry, I’ve 
never seen the 
continuum from 

fundamental 
research to 
economic 

impact so well 
integrated.  

S A R A H  N U S S E R
Vice President for Research, 

Iowa State University

Connects businesses, 
organizations and 
researchers with resources.

The gateway to Iowa State’s 
expertise and business 
services. 

Works with companies on 
manufacturing processes, 
procedures and performance.

Helps businesses and 
entrepreneurs to grow.

Brings together people and 
ideas for launching or growing 
successful enterprises.

Manage, market and license 
IP and market inventions and 
innovations to businesses.

Works to develop and 
market the region’s world- 
renowned bioeconomy.

ISU Research Park 
administration 
(ISURP)

Economic 
Development and 
Industry Relations

Center for Industrial 
Research and 
Service (CIRAS)   

ISU Small Business 
Development Center   
(SBDC)

Pappajohn Center 
for Entrepreneurship

ISU Research 
Foundation and 
Office of Intellectual 
Property and 
Technology Transfer 

Cultivation Corridor
administration
 

ISU RESEARCH PARK EMPLOYS 

1,200 
PEOPLE AT 60 BUSINESSES

ISU RESEARCH PARK GENERATES

ANNUALLY IN SALARIES

ACROSS IOWA 
STARTED AT THE 
ISURP, EMPLOYING 
2,500+ PEOPLE40

$1.8 BILLION

COMPANIES

$70,000,000

The hub of economic 
development action 

The Cultivation Corridor seeks to leverage the 
strengths of Iowa State, Des Moines and Ames to 
create a regional research and development 
powerhouse. Central to these efforts is the 
Economic Development Core Facility being built in 
the ISU Research Park that brings all Iowa State’s 
economic development service units together. 
Once completed in 2016, the facility will be a 
one-stop shop for business and industry to seek 
Iowa State’s expertise and assistance. 

IN THE 
PAST 7 

YEARS THE 
ISU SBDC:

OVER THE PAST FIVE YEARS 
COMPANIES WORKING WITH 

CIRAS REPORT A CUMULATIVE 
IMPACT OF MORE THAN

COUNSELED 

17,724 
CLIENTS

CREATED OR SAVED 

10,919 
JOBS

HELPED START 

1,117 
NEW BUSINESSES
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Integrate to facilitate
An effective means of bringing diverse 
resources and experts together is public- 
private partnerships. Strengthening these 
partnerships, as well as forging new 
ones, is key to Iowa State deepening its 
impact on Iowa’s economy. Historically, 
however, the decentralized nature of 
the university’s economic development 
enterprise has been challenging for 
external stakeholders to navigate.

“Iowa State already has a unique 
culture of innovation … now we need 
to make it easier for companies to 
work with us,” says Crum, who heads 
the Office of Economic Development 
and Industry Relations (EDIR). 

The unit, which brings many disparate 
yet interrelated entities together, is 
charged with managing external partner 
relationships and increasing the 
efficiency and effectiveness of Iowa 
State’s vast economic enterprise. 

Serving as a gateway to the university, 
EDIR will make it easier for those 
external to Iowa State to access its 
many experts and services related to 
economic development. The unit is 
also expected to grow the economic 
development enterprise, which will 
require promoting discoveries being 
made at Iowa State and anticipating 
industry’s need for new research.  

“The interaction needs to go both 
ways – industry connecting to the 
university and researchers connecting 
back to industry,” says Sarah Nusser, 
vice president for research.

Fortunately, the university has an 
established conduit for such exchange. 

“We’ve built relationships and 
connections throughout Iowa’s 99 
counties, to discover where the issues 
exist and how Iowa State can respond 
accordingly,” Kress says. “Extension 
has always been a powerful means of 

technology transfer.”
Fortifying this powerful network is 

the university’s new model for company- 
sponsored research, developed to give 
companies more choices for interacting 
with Iowa State on research while 
protecting the rights of university 
researchers. The new model allows 
companies to pre-negotiate fixed 
licensing fees for innovations developed 
through company-sponsored research.

“On the licensing side, our staff is 
focusing on building relationships with 
researchers, improving our responsiveness 
for reviewing invention disclosures, and 
learning about more of the research going 
on at Iowa State,” Crum says. “The more 
we know about and the more responsive 
we are, the greater the potential for 
success in transferring technologies 
that have an impact on society.”

“This is a very exciting time for 
research,” Nusser says. “We’ve begun 
to conceptualize research and economic 
development as part of the same 
innovation system, which offers a 
natural bridge between research and 
commercial opportunities. In all my 
experience with scientific inquiry, 
I’ve never seen the continuum from 
fundamental research to economic 
impact so well integrated.”

While economic development has 
always been integral to Iowa State’s 
land-grant mission, there is a confluence 
of factors pushing it to the forefront, 
including developments regionally 
involving Leath’s leadership.  

The Cultivation Corridor, of which 
Leath serves as co-chair, is a regional 
effort focused on establishing central 
Iowa as the worldwide hub for the 
agriculture and bioscience industry. 

“Iowa State is well positioned for this. 
We have the researchers and professional 
experts at the university to support 

T H E  B I G  P I C T U R E

Applied math: education + industry = win-win 
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When Vermeer Corporation opened 
an office in the ISU Research Park 
in 2012, the intent was to deepen 
the company’s connection to two 
of the university’s greatest assets. 
 “We were looking to increase 
our investments in research and 
development,” says Doug Hundt, 
president, industrial solutions at 
the Pella-based company. “We 
also wanted to give our summer 
interns the opportunity to work 
year-round.”
 The connection is set to 
become even stronger with the 
Vermeer Applied Technology Hub, 
which the company recently 
announced it plans to build in the 

research park. Among the facility’s 
features is a high-bay for equipment 
testing and validation. “Vermeer 
believes there is a highly-skilled, 
technical population at Iowa State 
who would also be inspired by the 
tangibility of turning the wrenches 
and seeing how the software 
comes to life,” Hundt says. 
 Says Vermeer CEO and 
board chair Mary Andringa,  
“We are excited to continue our 
relationship with Iowa State to 
demonstrate how partnership 
between Iowa’s education 
system and private industry 
can best be applied.”

 Visibly innovative 
As part of a project with Vermeer 
Corporation, Haoyuan Lin and Teng 
Wang, graduate students in electrical 
and computer engineering, are 
getting the opportunity to develop 
the next generation of smart 
machine vision technologies.

As more 
companies are 

attracted to 
Iowa, and 

specifically the 
Cultivation 

Corridor, Iowa 
State will have 
more partners 
to collaborate 

with, for 
students to 

intern and faculty 
to conduct 

research with, 
and more to 
employ our 
graduates.  
M I K E  C R U M
Vice President for 

Economic Development and 
Business Engagement, 
Iowa State University
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EXTENDING IOWA STATE'S IMPACT    
THROUGH PHILANTHROPIC GIVING

1 0  W I T H  I M PA C T    1 4  I N  B R I E F

industry’s need for new technologies, 
and a number of companies connected 
to this are close by,” Nusser says.

“This is huge for Iowa State. As more 
companies are attracted to Iowa, and 
specifically the Cultivation Corridor, 
Iowa State will have more partners to 
collaborate with, for students to intern 
and faculty to conduct research with, 
and more to employ our graduates,” 
Crum says. 

And, they’ll need office space. 

Building the culture
Driven by an improved economy, 
Leath’s aggressive vision, and a $12 
million investment by the state, the 
ISU Research Park is slated for a major 
expansion beginning this fall.

The expansion will add 176 acres and 1 
million square feet of office and production 
space to the park that now houses 60 
companies employing 1,200 people  
in fields as diverse as biotechnology,  
agriculture, and information technology. 
The expansion is expected to raise the 
number of jobs to more than 5,000. 

“These are first-rate jobs at a variety of 
companies,” says Steve Carter, president of 
the ISU Research Park and director of the 
Pappajohn Center for Entrepreneurship. 

“For the community and the region, we 
have a direct impact on employment, 
quality and diversity of jobs.” 

Plans for the park’s expansion 
include a central hub facility that will 
house EDIR. Like a town square, the 
hub will include an open gathering 
space and mixed-use development 
such as retail and restaurants. The 
design is intended to foster community 
and encourage intellectual exchange. 

“We’ve learned that for companies to 
compete nationally and internationally 
for people, this is the kind of environ-
ment it takes. It’s what’s being done in 

the top companies, and we need to 
create an environment that supports 
that,” Carter says.  

High-yield investments
Whether to support entrepreneurship, 
research or infrastructure, private funding 
allows Iowa State to extend its economic 
development enterprise to multiple 
stakeholders, magnifying its impact. 

A recent example is CyBIZ Lab, 
established in fall 2013 with help from 
founding sponsors C.H. Robinson and 
Kingland Systems. The lab hires student 
consultants to work with clients.

“CyBIZ gives students hands-on 
experience while helping Iowa companies 
solve real business problems,” says 
David Spalding, Raisbeck Endowed 
Dean of the College of Business. “This 
is especially beneficial to smaller 
companies and startups, which are 
typically strained for resources.”

He notes that small businesses are the 
main drivers of economic development 
in the U.S. Boosting student and faculty 
startups via direct support or a focused 
venture capital fund could be the difference 
between dreams realized or discoveries 
never reaching the marketplace.

Private funding is also critical to 
making discoveries in the first place.

“With federal funding declining, 
there is a huge trend in private giving 
as an important part of funding 
research developments,” says Nusser. 

“It’s a way for donors to benefit society 
at a very important level.” 

As Iowa State’s economic enterprise 
continues to evolve, Crum is encouraged 
by the people pledging their support.

“They understand that the university 
has a lot to offer toward economic 
development. More important, they 
understand it is tied to everything we 
do,” he says.  

What you  
can do
Philanthropy 
allows Iowa State to 
extend its economic 
development efforts 
to multiple stake-
holders, magnifying 
its impact. 

 Support students 
to take part in 
experiential learning 
and work with 
innovative faculty 
and companies, as 
well as support 
graduate students 
to work with faculty 
research programs.

 Support faculty 
via endowed and 
expendable positions 
that allow them 
to follow new lines 
of inquiry, hire 
students, and 
acquire equipment 
and instrumentation.

 Funding for 
centers or programs 
to facilitate interdis-
ciplinary synergies 
and exploratory 
work at the bench 
or in the field.

 Support for the 
laboratory, incubator 
or collaborative 
work spaces where 
ideas spark to life. 

C O N T A C T  U S

515.294.4607 
toll-free 
866.419.6768
www.movingstudents 
forward.com

T H E  B I G  P I C T U R E

 Compounding impact
Providing a state-of-the-art home for 
Iowa State’s agricultural and biosystems 
engineering program are Elings and 
Sukup halls, made possible through 
lead gifts by Virgil Elings and Sukup 
Manufacturing and the Sukup family.

Photo: Cameron Campbell
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INDELIBLE IMPRESSIONS, 
ENDURING IMPACT

LIKE A LOT OF IOWA STATE   

students, when Madeline Carder 
started college, she’d never been out 
of the country. So although Carder, a 
senior from Des Moines majoring in 
child, adult and family services, was 
excited to learn last year of a new study 
abroad program in South Korea delving 
into the country’s human services 
system, she also found it daunting. She 
was afraid to fly, for one thing. And 
covering the hefty cost of airfare, lodging, 
and other expenses would involve taking 
out yet more student loans.

“I almost didn’t go,” she confesses.
But Carder was able to get an 

International Experiences Scholarship 
and the College of Human Sciences 
Tuition Award that helped defray 
costs for the program, giving her the 
impetus to go to South Korea. And it 
was transformative.

The 10 days in Seoul and the 
surrounding area made Carder view 
her country, culture and education in a 
much more comprehensive context. She 
was impressed by Korea’s focus on family, 
such as free state-funded counseling 
for couples and families. And it was 
eye-opening to see how Koreans treat 
and revere the elderly. She learned that 
showing respect is key in Asian culture 
– a realization that continues to affect 
her interactions back home.

Such program-relevant perspectives are 
increasingly important for students like 
Carder to graduate able to understand 
and act in a global society. It’s so critical, 
in fact, that if study abroad wasn’t as 
cost-prohibitive, many universities 
would make it a requirement for an 
undergraduate degree, says Linda  
Serra Hagedorn, associate dean of 
undergraduate programs for the 
College of Human Sciences.

Fortunately, there is no lack of 
international opportunities for students 
at Iowa State. Instead, “our biggest 
barrier to sending students abroad is 
funding,” Hagedorn says. 

For many, though, it’s a Catch-22: 
Students from modest means and 
backgrounds can benefit most from 
international experiences, yet for 
precisely that reason the opportunity 
seems inaccessible. “For some of these 
students, international travel is not 
only scary, but parents and family may 
not see the value of incurring the extra 
costs,” Hagedorn says. Scholarships 
and travel awards can bring those 
experiences into reach.

For Rachel Lukowski, support from 
a number of donor-funded scholarships, 
including the Doris Adams Study 
Abroad Scholarship, allowed her to 
travel to India for a service learning 
project that proved life-changing. 
“India was the farthest from home I’d 
ever been, and being in an unfamiliar 
place taught me so many valuable 
lessons,” she says. 

There, Lukowski, a dietetics and 
exercise major from Omaha, helped 
with a school lunch program. “As one 
child walked over to get his food, I 
remember thinking that I could be 
providing him with the only meal he’d 
have that day,” she says. “It was a very 
memorable moment.”

Now she’s considering changing 
her major from sports nutrition to 
international nutrition. “I’m more 
interested in looking into options I 
could have to make a difference in the 
world beyond our borders.”  

 L E A R N  M O R E
For more stories of students studying 
abroad, visit www.hs.iastate.edu/ 
current-students/international.

 Nutrition with a mission
Rachel Lukowski poses with some 
of the children she met in India. 

By Veronica Lorson Fowler | Contributed photo

Study abroad puts a face and focus on the desire to make a difference 
that draws students to their programs in the College of Human Sciences. 

 Nourishing legacy
After earning her degree 
in food science from 
Iowa State in 1948, 
Doris Adams enjoyed a 
long career as a home 
economist with Procter 
and Gamble. She thought 
so highly of her Iowa 
State education that 
she established two 
scholarship funds here. 
To date, more than 100 
students have benefited 
from Adams’ generosity. 
 Although Adams died 
in March, through her 
estate she established 
the Doris A. Adams 
Endowed Chair in Food 
Science and Human 
Nutrition, which will 
help recruit a national 
expert in the field to 
Iowa State, and adds to 
the legacy she leaves in 
the students receiving 
scholarships in her name 
in the years to come.

G I F T S  A T  W O R K  /  W I T H  I M PA C T

Above: 
Madeline Carder spends 
one-on-one time with a 
Korean orphan
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WHEN HE GRADUATED FROM AUBURN 

University’s College of Veterinary 
Medicine in 1978, Rodney “Butch” 
Baker says, he had zero business training. 
He learned via “the entrepreneurial 
school of hard knocks.”

Baker went on to build a three- 
hospital veterinary practice in 
Kentucky, work for pork production 
and breeding stock companies, and 
own hog farms in Kentucky and 
Georgia. Now Baker, who holds the 
Dr. David R. Trask Professorship in 
Entrepreneurial Studies, gives Iowa 
State veterinary students the kind of 
training he missed up-front. 

“My goal is to help students try not 
to cross the same pitfalls I did and 
teach them some business savvy” with 
classes in veterinary entrepreneurship 
and veterinary practice management. 
“Good medicine and good business go 
together,” he says. “You can be the best 
and brightest, but if you can’t make your 
business pay the bills and be successful, 
you’re not really accomplishing much.”

Most veterinary students graduate 
deep in debt, Baker says, but 
entrepreneurial skills can help them 
recover: Those who own practices will, 
over a lifetime, earn about a third more 
than those who remain associates. And 
with greater competition for veterinary 
jobs nationally, especially in companion 
animal medicine, entrepreneurial skills 
will help graduates reach clients and run 
efficient businesses.

Support from the Trask Professorship 
helps finance Baker’s classes, including 
buying practice management texts and 
workbooks students often use after 
graduation. The endowment also 
financed development of financial 
literacy online learning modules on 
subjects like hiring and client relations.

The Trask fund also helps support 

Iowa State’s chapter of the Veterinary 
Business Management Association 
(VBMA), a club that develops students’ 
business skills. It’s the college’s largest 
student organization, and many of its 
230-plus members are pursuing veterinary 
business management certificates through 
the association. Trask funds support 
speakers for the entrepreneurship class 
and a VBMA Friday lecture series that 
includes a free lunch. The professorship 
also covers annual expenses to send 
Iowa State VBMA officers to the 
association’s national meeting.

Baker says the Trask Professorship 
has helped make Iowa State a leader in 
veterinary entrepreneurship. “It’s a bit of 
a game changer for us and our students. 
Other colleges are starting to follow us 
and add courses.”

Trask, a 1975 Iowa State veterinary 
medicine graduate who turned around 
seven underperforming veterinary 
practices, created the professorship in 
2008. The program is young and 
graduates are difficult to track, Baker 
says, but at least three have started their 
own businesses in just the last year. 

Katie Weigman says Baker’s influence 
led her to buy the Dubuque veterinary 
practice her family patronized as she 
grew up. “He was a good mentor for 
me,” says Weigman, a 2013 graduate 
and former president of Iowa State’s 
VBMA chapter. Her business training 
“gave me the tools to give it a try, and I 
know I can call Dr. Baker at any time 
and he can help dig me out of a hole.”

 
 
 
 
 

 L E A R N  M O R E
about the program and VBMA at
www.stuorg.iastate.edu/vbma.

MIXING BUSINESS WITH 
PRACTICE

G I F T S  A T  W O R K  /  W I T H  I M PA C T

Dr. “Butch” Baker, Trask Professor in Entrepreneurial Studies, aims to teach 
veterinary students  to be good businesspeople as well as good doctors.

By Thomas R. O’Donnell | Photo: Paul Gates

 Practice makes perfect
VBMA students tap into 
Dr. Rodney Baker’s expertise.

 Entrepreneurially 
empowering
When it was established 
in 2008, the Dr. David R. 
Trask Professorship in 
Entrepreneurial Studies 
was one of the first such 
faculty positions in 
veterinary entrepreneurial 
studies in the nation.  
The program remains on 
the vanguard, teaching 
students to become 
successful business 
people and entrepreneurs, 
as well as outstanding 
practitioners of  
veterinary medicine.  
The professorship is part 
of a five-part program 
that also includes an 
entrepreneurial curriculum, 
speaker series, and 
off-campus internships.
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G I F T S  A T  W O R K  /  I N  B R I E F

Happy anniversary, COB!  
The College of Business marks two anniversaries 
in 2014: the 30th anniversary of the college’s 
establishment, and the 10th anniversary of the 
opening of the Gerdin Business Building, the 
college’s home.  

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS HIGHLIGHTS: 

 Although officially a college only since 1984,  
 business courses have been offered at Iowa  
 State since the 1920s. 

 1984: Longtime head of the department and  
 School of Business Administration Charles B.  
 Handy named the college’s first dean.

  1991: College received its initial accreditation  
 by the prestigious Association to Advance  
 Collegiate Schools of Business.

  1996: John Pappajohn Center for Entrepreneurship  
 established.

  2004: Dedication of the Gerdin Business   
 Building, with a lead gift by Russ and Ann Gerdin.

  2008: David and Ellen Raisbeck created the  
 endowed deanship in the college, with Labh  
 Hira as the inaugural holder.

  2009: Ph.D. in Business and Technology launched.

  2013: David Spalding appointed Raisbeck  
 Endowed Dean of the College

  2014: The college tied for 50th among public  
 institutions, and tied for 79th overall among  
 AACSB schools in the U.S. News & World  
 Report’s annual Best Colleges rankings.

I M PA C T A C C O L A D E S

GREAT MINDS THINK DIVERGENTLY 
Among those included in the physics section of 
the publication “The World’s Most Influential 
Scientific Minds – 2014,” produced by the 
international scientific publisher Thomson 
Reuters, are two Iowa State professors of physics: 
Paul Canfield, Robert Allen Wright Professor in the 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, and Costas 
Soukoulis, Frances M. Craig Professor of Physics 
and Astronomy. Both are also Distinguished 
Professors in the college and physicists with the 
Department of Energy’s Ames Laboratory.

Paul Canfield Costas Soukoulis

MOVING SUPPORT  
Q: What defines a movement?
A: The 22,088 donors and friends 
to date who have contributed to 
Moving Students Forward, Iowa State 
University’s five-year fundraising 
initiative to raise $150 million for 
scholarships and other support of 
Iowa State students. The defining 
factor in this movement, however, is 
the 34,732 students whose lives are 
being changed by your gifts.   

 B E  PA R T  O F  T H E  M O V E M E N T
Go to www.movingstudentsforward.com
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TOP JOB
For the second time, the Des Moines Register named the 
Iowa State University Foundation one of Iowa’s “Top 
Workplaces” in the small company category (50-149 
employees). The rating is based on a survey employees 
answered on leadership and planning, corporate culture and 
communications, satisfaction of role, work environment, and 
overall engagement.  
   “This honor should confirm our donors’ confidence in the 
productivity and commitment of this organization,” said Len 
Rodman, chair of the ISU Foundation Board of Directors.

34,732 
RECORD ENROLLMENT

ON AN ENROLLMENT ROLL
If there’s no such a thing as a six-
peat, there should be. This fall, Iowa 
State topped itself for the sixth year in 
a row, tallying an overall enrollment of 
34,732 students, up 4.5 percent over 
last fall’s previous record enrollment. 
Just a few other numbers to celebrate:

A RECORD 
20,260 IOWANS 
ATTEND IOWA 
STATE.

Close to an 87 
percent student 
retention rate, 
far above the 
national average.

70 percent of direct-from-high 
school students are expected 
to participate in a learning 
community this fall.

The student body represents every Iowa 
county, every U.S. state (plus the District of 
Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands 
and Marianas Islands), and 110 countries.

105
new tenured or tenure- 
track faculty will join 
Iowa State this fall.
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N E W S N O T A B L E  Q U O T E S

CYCLONE PET PRIDE  
Whether they cuddle a cow, hug a hedgehog, or curl up 
with a cat or dog, Iowa State fans get the chance to show 
off both their pets and their ISU spirit with the Cy’s Pets of 
the Week program, sponsored by the College of Veterinary 
Medicine, Lloyd Veterinary Medical Center, Iowa Veterinary 
Specialties, and Blank Park Zoo to promote animal health 
and Cyclone pride. See more photos and submit your own 
at www.cyclones.com.

Eight in a row  
Troxel Hall, the state-of-the-art auditorium built in 2013 with 
a lead gift by 1967 alumnus Doug Troxel and the Change 
Happens Foundation, has earned Iowa State another LEED® 
Gold certification, the second-highest level in the green 
building rating system, for meeting environmentally sensitive 
design, construction and maintenance standards set out by the 
U.S. Green Building Council. Troxel Hall is Iowa State’s eighth 
LEED-certified building. 

2  
NATIONAL FOOD COMPETITIONS in 
which Iowa State teams were finalists 
last summer

11
IOWA STATE STUDENTS participated 
on the two teams

2nd 
PLACE win for “Flight Bites,” a chewy 
granola and fruit treat   

3rd 
PLACE win for the “Oodlebar,” a vanilla-
flavored ice cream and peanut butter 
cookie dough bar  

$100,000+ 
In privately funded scholarships 
supported participating students,  
including the Dennis and Delores Puffer 
Food Science and Industry Scholarship 
Fund, and the Verba S. and Verner H. 
Nielsen Scholarship Fund in Food  
Science and Human Nutrition.

Food with thought

“Witnesses have gaps in their memories. But as 
time goes by, they talk to other people, they 
watch accounts and they fill in those gaps. The 
brain doesn’t like gaps in memory, so it wants 
to fill it in. That filling-in process often uses 
inferences and deductions and other kinds of 
processes that are not necessarily very reliable.”

“The establishment of the Stan G. 
Thurston Professorship in Design Build 
financially undergirds the growth and 
development of a program that provides 
unique hands-on learning opportunities 
for ISU students while addressing the 
changing model under which architecture 
and construction practices are delivered… 
a model that I believe must be examined, 
prodded and tested to determine the best 
means and methods for educating designers, 
future architects, and contractors in 
preparation for the successful delivery of 
their professional services.”

“Informing people about food 
production, waste management, 
and local sustainability is 
important to creating a better 
living environment. Everyone 
eats, but not all humans are 
producers. It’s a lesson of 
global importance.”

Gary Wells 
Wendy and Mark Stavish 
Chair in Social Sciences 
and Distinguished 
Professor in Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, speaking 
on CNN’s “Anderson 
Cooper 360” in August 
in the wake of the police 
shooting and subsequent 
disturbances in 
Ferguson, Mo.

Winston Beck 
2012 graduate in horticulture 
with a genetics minor and 
participant in the Education 
and Resiliency Through 
Horticulture (EARTH) program, 
a partnership between Iowa 
State and the Gifft Hill School 
in St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands, 
made possible through giving 
by Dana and Martha Robes.

Bruce Bassler 
associate professor 
of architecture, and 
inaugural Stan G. 
Thurston Professor 
in Design Build

IOWA STATE’S 
LEED®-CERTIFIED PROJECTS:
 
Platinum: 
College of Design King Pavilion* (2010) 
State Gym (2012)
 
Gold: 
Biorenewables Research Laboratory (2011) 
Hach Hall* (2011)
Hixson-Lied Small Animal Hospital* at the 
Lloyd Veterinary Medical Center* (2013)
Troxel Hall* (2012)
 
Silver: 
Morrill Hall* (2008)
Bergstrom Football Complex* (2014)
*built or renovated with the help of private giving

60,024
“MEALS FROM THE HEARTLAND”PACKETS 
prepared in just four hours by more than 370 volunteers for 
the Block and Bridle Club-organized event to fight hunger. 
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The Iowa State University Foundation can help you 
give a gift that moves lives forward.

HISTORY WORTH PRESERVING 
With the renovation of MacKay Hall, one student connects Iowa 
State’s past with the present – and the future.

By Debra Solberg Gibson  

G I V I N G  F O R WA R D

AS A SENIOR IN EVENT 

management at Iowa 
State, Natasha Banks has 
logged plenty of hours 
in MacKay Hall, home to 
the College of Human 
Sciences. “I first took 
a class in MacKay 
Auditorium my 
sophomore year,” Banks 
recalls. “The seats were 
this dark olive green, 
and there were wood 
boards you set on your lap to hold 
your computer or write on, not to 
mention difficulty seeing and no place 
to plug in technology.” 

Like most students, she hadn’t 
thought much about the building’s 
past. So as she pored over decades’ 
worth of archived content as part of 
her internship planning the Oct. 9 
ribbon-cutting to celebrate MacKay’s 
recently completed renovations, the 
facility’s rich history – and the legacy of 
the college’s women leaders – unfolded.

Soon, “MacKay” was no longer a 
location on campus, but Catherine J. 
MacKay, Iowa State’s first home economics 
dean, who came to campus in 1913, 
two years after the then-named Domestic 
Technology Building opened. 

“Because she assumed her mother’s 
duties at 16 and cared for her siblings, 
she didn’t start college until she was 
34,” Banks says with admiration.

An early champion of extension, 
supporter of women’s suffrage, and 

nationally recognized 
expert in home  
economics, MacKay 
died in 1921 at age 50. 
Five years later, an 
addition to the building 
was completed and its 
elegant auditorium 
named for her. In 1957, 
the entire building  
was rechristened 
MacKay Hall.

“Seeing how beautiful 
the auditorium is now, while still honoring 
its historical aspects, shows how Iowa 
State is keeping the college’s legacy alive 
while moving forward at the same 
time,” Banks says.

In her research, Banks also became 
acquainted with another college legend, 
Marjorie McKinley. A professional  
dietitian and former vocational training 
professional, McKinley was a campus 
fixture for 35 years. When she died  
in 1988, proceeds from her estate  
established a scholarship that continues 
to assist students today – including 
Banks herself.

And just as learning MacKay Hall’s 
past has given her an appreciation of 
the women who’ve gone before her, 
Banks says, “Since receiving the McKinley 
Scholarship and others, I’m motivated 
not just to work harder while I’m here, 
but to help give that opportunity to 
others down the road.”

Illustration: Evanny Henningsen

The Wineys

The Iowa State University Foundation does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, 
religion, national origin, actual or perceived sexual 
orientation, gender identity, sex, marital status, 
disability, or status as a U.S. veteran. Any persons 
having inquiries concerning this may contact human 
resources, Iowa State Foundation, 515.294.4607.

Len C. Rodman, chair 
Olathe, Kan.

Lloyd A. Bettis, vice chair 
Glenview, Ill. 

Steven T. Schuler, treasurer 
Urbandale, Iowa

Nancy K. Armbrust, secretary 
Green Bay, Wis.

Gregg D. Behrens 
Mt. Pleasant, S.C.

Michael J. Dubes 
Eden Prairie, Minn.

Jon L. Fleming 
Ames, Iowa

James F. Frein 
Vail, Colo.

Rudolf J. Herrmann 
Tulsa, Okla.

Barbara J. Janson 
Dedham, Mass.

Daniel L. Krieger 
Ames, Iowa

Steven Leath 
Ames, Iowa

Gary J. Streit 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Roger C. Underwood 
Ames, Iowa

ISU Foundation  
Senior Management 
Team

Roger Neuhaus  
President and Chief Executive Officer

Lisa Eslinger 
Senior Vice President of Finance 
and Operations

Larissa Holtmyer Jones 
Vice President for Development

Kevin Stow 
Associate Vice President of Human 
Resources and Governance

ISU Foundation  
Board of Directors  
2014-15 

Iowa State did a great job of providing me 
with the tools I needed to be successful 
pursuing whatever direction my talents 
pointed. We established the Winey 
Family Scholarship because we wanted 
to give others the opportunities we had. 
We hope the students our scholarship 
supports will go on not only to be 
successful, but also to contribute 
to growing Iowa’s economy. 

JIM, CLASS OF 1960, AND KAREN WINEY 
Because they value the Iowa State educational experience, 
the Wineys established their scholarship through combined 
current and planned gifts to ensure Iowa students majoring 
in industrial and manufacturing systems engineering are 
able to pursue their own talents at Iowa State.

_

 Full circle
Natasha Banks in 
MacKay Hall’s vestibule, 
restored to its 1926 
roots and graced with 
Christian Petersen’s 
original “Ring of Life” 
sculpture.

 Explore
MacKay Hall lore 
online at  
www.hs.iastate.edu/
about/points-of-pride/
life-and-lore-of- 
mackay-hall
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What you make possible
Differences add up 
How do Iowa State students want to make a difference in 
the world? Just ask. For Brieana Fortner, a senior in biology, 
it’s ensuring people live healthy lives. With support from 
the William R. Bliss, M.D. Scholarship and the Dorris M. 
Ehret Tendall Scholarship, she’ll achieve her dream.
    Thousands of other Iowa State students want to make a 
difference – find out how you can be the difference in their 
lives at www.movingstudentsforward.com


